Vocabulary for Don Quixote
Terms
1.
The Medieval Code of Chivalry



The system of idealized manners and morals known as chivalry flourished in the literature of the medieval romance.  It is based on a code of honor whereby a knight swears an oath that binds him to fidelity to God and king, dedication to his lady love, and service to all victims of oppression.  By Cervantes time, this tradition lived on only in literature.  Cervantes’ original intent was to mock the absurdities of the romances being written in his day, but in the process of writing Don Quixote, his narrative broadened and deepened to include the more serious themes and the complex character development we associate with the modern novel.

2.
foil




Every character in literature has certain personality traits or qualities that are revealed to us in the course of the literary work.  Sometimes a writer creates characters who are foils for one another – those who have opposite personality traits and are best understood in contrast with one another.  For example, one character may be calm, while the foil may be hot-tempered.  By showing us the two figures side by side in the same situations, the author stresses their differences and helps us understand their individual qualities more clearly.

Chapter I
knight-errant(ry)

interminable

renown

redressing

sonorous

Chapter VII
yokel

pawn(ing), verb

discourteous

patriarch

Chapter VIII

beseeching

peril

enmity

entrails

relish

