English 3-4 A: Independent Reading Fall Term Final Assignment

Caveat: You should not use any sources, apart from the book itself, in writing the content for your own review. You may read reviews of other books to better familiarize yourself with the format, style, and organization. If you feel strongly that some outside research on the author or historical background, for example, is necessary for the purposes of the review, please check with me first.

Instructions: Write a one-page review for the independent reading book you chose this quarter as if you were a book critic for a major newspaper or magazine. 
Content Guidelines (30 points):

· Begin with some background on the book—the title, author’s name, publication date, and if the book provides any information about the author or the context for writing the book.

· Describe the setting and premise for the book. 

· Explain whether or not you liked the book, discussing specific effective and ineffective aspects of the ideas, concepts, and opinions discussed in your book, and whether they are substantiated, and if the book makes for a good learning experience
· Discuss the author’s purpose in writing the book and whether that purpose was fulfilled.

· Critique the authorial voice, style, diction, organization of the book.

· Cite what you found most interesting or compelling about the book.

· Discuss the ending of the book and whether it is effective. 

· As always incorporate passages from the book to illustrate your points.

Presentation Guidelines (20 points):
· Print your review in magazine style with a heading, sub-heading, columns, picture, captions and byline (the little biographical information given about the author of the review)
· Proofread your review thoroughly—treat it like it is really going to print!


Tone/Style (10 points):
· Try to capture the right tone for a review, which usually strikes a balance between conversational and informal to scholarly and critical.
Total: _____________ /60 points
*Turn in a hard-copy to class and submit to turnitin.com by January 27th. 
