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Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu and Rousseau on Government
Introduction
1. What was the theme of Thomas Hobbes The Leviathan?

2. What is a leviathan?


3. How did Hobbes relate the leviathan to government?

4. According to Hobbes what is the “state of nature”?

5. What is the result of the “state of nature”?

6. What is the only way out of the state of nature?

7. What was Hobbes explanation of an implied agreement?

8. What is this implied agreement called?

9. What did Hobbes think was the best form of government?

10. Did Hobbes think the people could revolt against the king?

11. Why did Hobbes have concerns about the church?

12. Who should the people obey if there is a conflict between the church and the king?

13. What did Enlightenment thinkers want to improve?

Locke: The Reluctant Democrat

What did Locke publish in 1690?

How did Locke agree with Hobbes?

What are people’s natural rights?

What is “inalienable”?

Who were the partners in a social contract?

What limits the power of the king?

What is the role of the king?
What happens if the king (sovereign) breaks the contract?

Who used the ideas of Locke in writing the Declaration of Independence?

What freedoms were important to Locke?

What did he view as the most important natural right?

Why?

What type of government was the English Parliament?

Who did Locke think should be representatives?

Why?

Who should be the supreme authority of government?
Montesquieu: The Balanced Democrat

Why kind of government did France have when Montesquieu was born?

Who was the king?

What did Montesquieu publish in 1748?

What was his view of the state of nature?

What did the need for food create?

What does the state of war crate?

What is the main purpose of government?

What was Montesquieu’s misinterpreted view of English power?

What was the best form of government?

Why should branches of government be separate?

Which US document was influenced by Montesquieu?
Rousseau: The Extreme Democrat

Where was Rousseau born? 

What type of government did his country have?

What was his view of man?

What happens when people begin to claim property?

What was Rousseau’s view regarding the social contract?

What did Rousseau publish in 1762?

What is the opening line?
What was his view of the individual and natural rights?

What was Rousseau’s type of social contract?

Who are the “sovereign”?

What type of government did Rousseau want?

What influenced Rousseau’s view of democracy?

What happens if someone disobeys the “general will” of the people?

Where does all power reside?

Can there be a separation of powers?
What idea influenced the US Constitution?

What was Rousseau’s view of religion?
