Antigone

Prologue Reading Questions
Answer the following questions on your paper; you do not need to copy the questions; use complete sentences when necessary.

1. Explain the following lines: (7-9)

“I know / That two sisters lost two brothers, a double death / In a single hour.”

2. Explain how Antigone is unbiased in lines 15-22.

3. Antigone refers to her brother’s corpse as “sweet treasure” in line 21.  How do these words characterize her feelings for her brother? (This is tone.)
4. Explain the literal meaning of the following lines: (This is how Jocaste killed herself.)

“she twisted the cords / that strangled her life”
(41-42)

5. When you read the lines above (41-42), what other cords do you think of?  Why is this fitting?

6. How do lines 47 and 48 characterize Ismene’s beliefs about the differences between women and men?

7. How does Antigone feel about her decision to illegally bury Polyneices?

8. Explain the literal meaning of the following lines:
(58-59)

“I shall lie down / With him in death, and I shall be as dear / To him as he to me.”

9. What else is suggested by the wording in the above lines? (Non-literal meaning)
10. According to Antigone, how will people react when they learn about Antigone burying Polyneices? In what lines does she say this?

11. According to Antigone, what is the “worst of deaths”?

12. How it Antigone being selfish and/or unreasonable in this scene?
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