AP Biology 2010-2011
Summer Homework Assignment
Mrs. Newman
sminster5@gmail.com

Welcome to Advanced Placement Biology!  Your summer homework assignment is designed to help you familiarize yourself with the course and complete the unit on ecology.  As you are working on your assignment, please feel to contact me at my personal e-mail address (above) if you have any questions or concerns (and if you don’t hear from me right away, please know that I will get back to you as soon as I can).  I want to do everything I can to make this next year in AP Bio a successful, positive, and thought-provoking experience for you and look forward to next year’s class.  So, without further ado, here it is…. 


Part 1: Supplies

[image: ] Before you leave school, check out a copy of your textbook from the library: Biology (7th Edition) by Campbell and Reece

Other supplies that will help you and the class get organized:
· Lined composition notebook—please bring this the 1st day of school
· Three-ring binder (at least  1½”) to be used solely for AP Bio
· Colored pencils or pens for drawings, diagrams and notes; index cards
· Suggested (but not required) as an extra resource to help you study for the AP test: Cliffs AP Biology    
· Note: many of the students in AP Bio this year did NOT have this book and most wished that they did!  But don’t just take my word for it…. “Use the Cliffs Book.  It’s an extremely helpful resource in going over things for tests.”  - 2010 AP Bio student

Part 2: Autobiography

We will be spending a lot of time together over the next year, so I hope to learn a little bit about you with this part of the assignment.  You can write it in a story format or an essay form, using the following questions and topics as prompts instead of just answering the questions directly.  You can roughly divide it up the following way, but please feel free to add anything more that you would like me to know about you (overall, this should be one page at most):

· Part 1: You as an individual… Who are you?  What are your interests, activities, etc. outside of school?  If you could characterize yourself as any ice cream flavor, which flavor would it be and why?
· Part 2: You are a student… Why are you taking AP Bio?  What are you most nervous for in AP Bio?  Most excited for?  What are your strengths and weakness as a student?  What can I do to help you succeed this year?  
· Part 3: Your goals… What are your goals for the year, the next five years, your lifetime?

This part of the assignment should be emailed to me as a Word document by Saturday, July 3 (if you do not have Microsoft Word, send it as the text in your email so I don’t have problems opening the attachment).  I want to make sure I have everyone’s email addresses before school starts so that I can send the class updates throughout the summer and school year.

Part 3:  Reading and Questions

Here’s the bulk of your assignment.   You are responsible for reading Chapters 50-54 in your textbook and answering the questions below.  The work below is due the first day of school and there will be a test covering these chapters on the first day of school, so make sure you are prepared.  While it is tempting to simply scan the chapter for the answers, make sure that you actually read the entire chapter!  The students in last year’s AP Bio class who fully read the chapters thought the material was easy… those who just skimmed found it more difficult because they hadn’t connected all the concepts together.  Again, don’t just take my word for it… when asked what advice they would give to help future AP Bio students to be successful, one 2010 AP Bio student said:
“Well, I would read the book for one!  Don’t laugh.  It’s true!  I didn’t really read the book at the beginning of the year and pretty much failed all my tests.  It’s really tedious and takes a long time but it helps with lectures and understanding everything in the end.  Don’t just search for answers for the study guide, read!  You actually learn a lot =)  I promise!”

· Thoroughly read Chapters 50-54 and answer the attached questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Please do NOT type your answers- answer the questions in your composition book.


And a few other resources that might be helpful, including website to check out…
· The Student Media CD that comes in the back cover of your book is an excellent resource!  Check it out for chapter summaries, quizzes, and links that will help you to study and prepare for the upcoming year.  
· http://www.phschool.com/science/biology_place/labbench/   will give you a really great preview of all the labs we have planned for the upcoming year.  It also has a giant glossary of biological terms if you need an extra reference.  
· http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2117.html  has TONS of info about the AP Bio course, including old exam questions!
· http://www.explorebiology.com/apbiology/ is my favorite resource for study guides, notes, and all things AP Bio

Again, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if you need anything!  Hope you have a fun, relaxing, and wonderful summer!!   
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