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Of Mice and Men
AP Study Guide Questions

You may record your answers on these papers.
Chapter Three
1. What does the reader learn about the relationship between George and Lennie as George talks to Slim?
2. Why does George reveal to Slim what happened to them in Weed? What is Slim’s response? Explain the irony in George’s confession.
3. Why does Steinbeck try to create sympathy for Lennie? Is he successful? 
4. How does Steinbeck use a discovery in a pulp magazine to reinforce one of the themes of the novel?

5. Read the following passage found on page 48. This is just one of the several images of silence that Steinbeck uses:
“His voice trailed off. It was silent outside. Carlson’s footsteps

died away. The silence came into the room. And the silence lasted.”

Why does silence play an important role at this point in the novel? Who is literally being silenced? Who is metaphorically being silenced, and what role does each man play in the silence?
6. Where does Whit invite George and Lennie to go? What type of establishment is it? What is George’s response, and what does this tell you about George’s belief in his dream?
7. Describe the situation that occurs when Curley comes into the bunk house. What does this situation illustrate about Curley’s character and his relationship with his wife?
8. What do you suppose Lennie’s statement might suggest, allegorically, when he says, “…live offa the fatta the lan’…an’ rabbits,” especially in light of the way George goes on to describe it (57-58)?
9. Explain how the theme of survival is highlighted on page 60.

10. After George, Lennie, and Candy make a pact not to tell anyone about their dream, Candy makes the following statement: “I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog” (61). Explain the parallelism between the relationship Candy had with his dog and George has with Lennie. How might this statement be an example of foreshadowing?
11. Describe the conflict that ensues at the end of the chapter. Why might Steinbeck have chosen to end the chapter this way?

12. Explain (through specific examples in the text) the rhetorical devices Steinbeck uses in the fight scene, and analyze their purpose. How do the descriptions of Curley change throughout the fight?

13. How does Steinbeck maintain the integrity of Lennie’s character after he violently injures Curley?

14. Why will Curley keep quiet about what Lennie did to him and not try to get George and Lennie fired? How does this reflect on Curley’s character?

