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2001 AP Exam – Detailed Answer Key
1. (C) The Navigation Acts were a primary means for England to enforce its mercantilist policies by limiting trade between the American colonies and other European countries.  The first law, passed in 1651, sought to freeze the Dutch out of the American colonial market. Subsequent laws sought to limit American manufacturing of beaver hats, iron and finished wool products.

· 80% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
2.  (C) Jacksonians believed in "government by the people" as evidenced by Jackson and Van Buren's "spoils system."  Jacksonians were anti-aristocracy, the opposite of answer "A." Jacksonians were initially Democratic Republicans, not National Republicans (B) who followed Henry Clay.  Political rights for women would have to wait until the 20th century and franchise restrictions (voting restrictions) would not be eliminated until the 15th Amendment after the Civil War.

· 84% of all students guessed correctly on this question.

3. (D)  The Monroe Doctrine, written by Secretary of State John Quincy Adams, sought to keep European powers from encroaching on the newly independent republics of Latin America, many of whom had just won their independence from Spain (including Mexico in 1821).  The Monroe Doctrine did not earn international respect until after the Civil War when the U.S. threatened France to leave Mexico in 1867 and coerced Britain to submit to arbitration in the Venezuela Boundary Dispute of 1892. 

· 80% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

4. (A) Turnpikes were the first aspect of the "Transportation Revolution," beginning in 1790 with the Lancaster Turnpike in Pennsylvania. The "National Road" was the largest and most important turnpike connecting the east with the Old Northwest Territory in the West. The Erie Canal was completed in 1826 resulting in the ability of transporting goods in the West to markets in the East.  The chronology is turnpikes (1790), steamboats (1807), canals (1826) and railroads (early 1830s).  The railroad became the dominant mode of transportation after 1830.

· Only 18% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

5. (C) The majority of freedmen ended up in unfavorable labor arrangements such as sharecropping or tenant farming during and after Reconstruction.  (A) might be a tempting answer but the Freedman's Bureau only managed to provide "40 acres and a mule" to a small percentage of freedmen, most of whom lost their land subsequently to southern whites.  Freedman would most certainly NOT have supported the Black Codes which sought to reduce blacks to near slave status in the Reconstruction South. 

· 85% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
6. (C) A major debate after the Civil War was the extent to which the southern states should be allowed to reenter the Union. Radical Republicans led by Charles Sumner and Thaddeus Stevens sought to punish the South while moderate Republicans and to an even larger extent, Democrats, sought to allow the former Confederate states back into the Union without harsh consequences.  

· 90% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

7. (B) Considered one of the most notorious Supreme Court decisions in U.S. history, the Plessy decision advocated the "separate but equal" doctrine which upheld southern Jim Crow (segregation) laws. This decision would stand until 1954 when the Supreme Court overruled Plessy in the Brown vs. Board of Education case ("separate is inherently unequal").

· 86% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

8. (D) Flappers in the 1920s were often younger women who rejected the Victorian dress and values of the older generation. Flappers wore shorter skirts that revealed ankles (WOW!)

· 85% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

9. (D) An example of massive internal migration is the "Okies" and "Arkies" that came in huge numbers to the West, especially California. Remember John Steinbeck's Grapes of Wrath?
· 72% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

10. (A) Kennan's message to Truman was became the blueprint for the new U.S. policy of "Containment."  Answer (C) might seem tempting but it wasn't until the 1950s that President Eisenhower's Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, spoke of liberating Eastern Europe. This, of course, never occurred as the 1956 Hungarian Uprising clearly demonstrated the U.S. was not willing to start a world war over the liberation of Eastern Europe. 

· 73% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

11. (C) The Dutch were interested in expanding colonial holdings in the early 1600s, just as were England and France. The Dutch first arrived in the early 1620s, at about the same time the Pilgrims were coming to Plymouth.

· 44% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

12. (A) Saratoga is considered the most important battle of the American Revolution for this very reason. The other crucial battle was at Yorktown--the last major battle of the war. Other important battles to remember include Lexington and Concord (1775), Bunker Hill (1775), and Trenton (1776).
· 71% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
13. (D) Marbury v. Madison, 1803, a decision written by the Federalist Chief Justice John Marshall, is the most important Supreme Court case in American history! Judicial review means that the Supreme Court can rule an act by Congress or an action by the President as unconstitutional. 
· 80% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
14. (A) "Republican Motherhood" essentially reinforced the ideal that the woman's place was at home raising her children to be moral and virtuous citizens.  Politically, women had few rights although they had often sacrificed during the American Revolution. "Republican Motherhood" later grew into the "Cult of Domesticity" of the 19th century.
· 75% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
15. (B) Indian raids on western settlements continued until the Battle of Tippecanoe (1811) and the War of 1812. In fact, this was a major reason the War Hawks wanted to fight Great Britain as the British often incited Native American raids on the western frontier. Most of these raids ended about a decade after Jefferson passed the Louisiana Purchase (1803).

· 79% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

16. (B) In fact, Jackson did not recognize Texas as an independent country until the day before he left office in 1837. Texas remained an independent country for 9 years and was not annexed until 1845 by lame duck president John Tyler during the era of "Manifest Destiny."

· 76% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

17. (A) The Republican Party emerged immediately after the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 which overturned the "sacred" Missouri Compromise of 1820 (36-30 line). 

· 55% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

18. (E) Customs duties, or tariffs, were the major source of government revenue until the income tax surpassed them during World War I.  The 16th Amendment and Wilson's Underwood Tariff Bill (1913) signaled a shift from tariffs to federal income taxes as the major source of federal revenue. 

· 35% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

19. (C) The Populist idea of unlimited coinage of silver became the main issue for Bryan and the Democrats in the Election of 1896. The Democrats opposed the hard-money position of the Republican "Gold Bugs" led by William McKinley and Marcus Hanna.

· 61% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

20.  (C) World War II pulled the U.S. out of the Great Depression.  Answer (A) is incorrect as Americans were deeply unified. Answer (B) is incorrect as racial tensions included the Zoot Suit riots in L.A. and racial violence against blacks in northern cities. The New Deal (D) was dead by 1938 and rationing (E) may have reduced consumption of certain goods but was not demoralizing. Americans accepted rationing as their patriotic duty.

· 69% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

21. (E) Remember that the northern states did not remove slavery from their states until the late 18th century, after the American Revolution.  Even the Puritan-dominated New England colonies had some slaves. Rhode Island was a major slave trading center!

· 38% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

22. (C) This is not an event that appears in many textbooks. If you guessed (C), you may have also considered the impact that Nat Turner's Rebellion in 1831 had on the southern psyche.  The Haitian Rebellion is better known as the event that forced Napoleon to give up his dream of a North American Empire and eventually resulted in his sale of Louisiana to the United States in 1803. 

· 66% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

23. (D) This seems to be a very specific question.  Pay attention to the incorrect answers so that you can answer a similar question on the exam if it comes up this year.

· 51% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

24. (C) Détente resulted in improved relations between the U.S. and the Soviet Union and to a lesser extent, the U.S. and China. It enabled the U.S. to gain the aid of both communist countries in ending the Vietnam War. 

· 65% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

25. (E) Automobile use was not wide spread until the 1920s when the advent of Henry Ford's Model T made cars affordable to many Americans.  DUIs were not a factor in the passage of Prohibition.

· 65% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

26. (C) This is a direct reference to Brown v. Board of Education (1954) which overturned Plessy v. Ferguson (1896).

· 62% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

27. (C) Irish immigrants flooded America's shores in the 1840s and 1850s providing a new source of cheap labor to replace the "Lowell Girls." German immigrants tended to move to the Midwest to farm. Freedmen didn't start trickling into the North until after the Civil War while Italian immigrants didn't arrive in large numbers until after 1880 as part of the "New Immigration."

· 69% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
28. (A) This is a specific question based on an event that is unlikely to show up on this year's exam. Enforcement laws didn't occur until the next decade when the monumental Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965 were passed during Lyndon Johnson's presidency. 
· 69% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
29. (D) Nixon ended America's involvement in Vietnam in 1973 although it took Nixon five years to end what he had promised to resolve in 1968 with his "secret plan for ending the war."  Nixon and many middleclass Americans staunchly opposed forced busing (A). The TVA is still in existence (C). NASA was created in 1958 during Eisenhower's presidency although this question is a bit tricky because Nixon was Ike's vice president (E). 
· 61% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
30. (A) This is a classic Thomas Nast cartoon of Boss Tweed stuffing the ballot box. Political machines, like Tweed's, thrived as a result of municipal corruption that included bribery, voting fraud, & intimidation.
· 68% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
31. (A) These compromises included the "Great Compromise" (creation of the House of Representatives based on population and the Senate based on equal representation), the "Three-Fifth's Compromise" whereby each slave in the South would count as 3/5 of a person for representation in the House of Representatives, and the "Commerce Compromise" whereby the North received the right to levy tariffs while the South received the provision that no taxes would be levied on exports.
· 60% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
32. (B) Remember Jefferson's philosophy: "The government that governs least, governs best." Jefferson was a states' rights advocate.  As president, Jefferson kept much of Alexander Hamilton's financial plan intact, including assumption of state debts and the National Bank. He reluctantly increased the size of the Navy to fight the Tripolitan War (in North Africa) against the Barbary Pirates. The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions--an attempt to give states the right to nullify a federal law--were never ratified by the federal government nor did they ever become law in Virginia or Kentucky. 
· 44% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
33. (D) The Wilmot Proviso (1848) lit the fuse of sectionalism that resulted in Civil War 13 years later. Southern states were horrified that Northerners would propose a law banning the future spread of slavery in the Mexican Cession.  The law did not pass but sectionalism grew to a new and dangerous level, nevertheless.
· 55% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
34. (A) Roosevelt's "Big Stick" policy gave the U.S. the right to be the "policeman of the Western Hemisphere."  Latin American republics deeply resented the Roosevelt Corollary and looked upon the U.S. as the "Colossus of the North."

· 74% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
35. (A) W.E.B. Du Bois was the most important African American advocate for the immediate political equality of blacks during the Progressive Era. He vehemently opposed Booker T. Washington's policy of "accommodation" that accepted Jim Crow laws in return for allowing blacks to grow economically. Du Bois led the Niagara Movement, an organization whose ideas of equality became the core of the NAACP (founded in 1909). Du Bois served as editor of the NAACP's journal, The Crisis.  Du Bois believed that the "talented tenth" of African Americans should work to provide political equality for the rest of the black community in America.
· 58% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
36. (A) The "Red Scare" of 1919-1920 resulted from the success of the Bolsheviks in the Russian Revolution and the high number of Eastern European immigrants that came to America after 1880.  Russian immigrants were stereotyped as being radical, anarchist or communist. This was a major reason why Congress passed the Immigration Act of 1921 and the National Origins Act of 1924--to reduce Eastern European immigration. During the height of the "Red Scare" hundreds of Russians were deported for their alleged radical activities.
· Only 22% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
37. (D) Hoover's order to remove the Bonus Army from their shantytowns in Washington, D.C. sealed Hoover's fate as the loser in the 1932 election. 
· 63% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
38. (C) The GI Bill (1944) is a landmark in American society after World War II. Millions of Americans received money to go to college or to start their own business. It resulted in an explosion of Americans attending college in the 1950s and 1960s. Few laws have done so much to transform American society.
· 58% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
39. (C) In the excerpt, Betty Friedan, the author of The Feminine Mystique and the founder of the National Organization for Women (NOW), argues that the cult of domesticity that kept millions of American women at home robbed women of the opportunity to seek fulfillment and success outside the home. 
· 40% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
40. (C) "Reaganomics" led to the wealthy getting a disproportionate share of the country's economic growth while the position of the poor improved little.  Reagan's policy was characterized by lower taxes and huge increases in military spending. This resulted in a huge annual federal deficits and an enormous national debt.
· 35% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
41. (E) Progressives sought to curb the power of political machines and improve living and working conditions for people living in cities while protecting consumers through such legislation as the 1906 Pure Food and Drug Act and Meat Inspection Act.

· 70% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

42. (E) 75% of southern whites owned no slaves. Most slave owners had very few slaves. Only the top 1% of southern whites owned plantations with large numbers of slaves.

· 54% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

43. (C) As part of Henry Clay's compromise, Maine entered the Union as a free state while Missouri entered as a slave state. The 36º 30′ line was established whereby slavery would not be permitted north of that line in the Louisiana Territory. This compromise held until the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854.

· 62% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  

44. (A) Fitzgerald, cummings, Lewis and Ernest Hemingway, were members of the "Lost Generation," a group of writers that criticized the materialism and hypocrisy of America in the 1920s. 
· 77% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
45. (C) The Tet Offensive of 1968 was the critical event of the Vietnam War for the United States as Americans no longer believed that the war could be won and increasingly demanded that the U.S. government end its involvement in the war.
· 49% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
46. (A) The Continental Army was an all-volunteer army.  The first draft did not occur until the Civil War (1861-1865).
· 57% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
47. (C) Jacob Riis was one of the influential 1890s writers that alerted millions of Americans to the poverty and hopelessness that plagued America's largest cities. He is one of the predecessors to the Progressive muckrakers of the early 20th century. Other important 1890s social critics included Thorstein Veblen (The Theory of the Leisure Class), Henry Demarest Lloyd (Wealth against Commonwealth) and Charlotte Perkins Gilman (Women and Economics).
· 59% of all students guessed correctly on this question.  
48. (C) Sanger led the birth control movement at a time when discussion of such matters was considered by many Victorian moralists as obscene.  Sanger's efforts were part of the larger "sexual revolution" of the 1920s that included flappers and freer sexual practices among the younger generation.
· 55% of all students guessed correctly on this question. 
49. (B) Andrew Mellon, President Harding's Secretary of the Treasury, advocated the "trickle down" theory whereby tax cuts for wealthy Americans would lead to increased investment, thus leading to increased economic expansion that would "trickle down" to the masses. In hindsight, the impact of Mellon's policies were similar to "Reaganomics" in that the wealthy gained enormously while the lower levels of society struggled mightily. The other 1920s conservative presidents, Coolidge and Hoover, also followed Mellon's policies.
· 35% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
50. (E) The Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 sought to break up tribal landholdings by granting tracts of land to individual families. In order to keep the land, Indians had to prove that they were "good Americans" by accepting white ways.  This law did much to destroy Indian culture between 1887 and 1934. FDR signed the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 that gave back tribal lands to the Indian tribes. 
· 51% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
51. (D) Hamilton believed that the government should have a partnership with wealthy Americans. His funding at par policy was the clearest example of how rich people benefited from the purchase of bonds, many of which had been held by common Americans who feared the bonds would become worthless.
· 53% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
52. (A) The efforts of the American Colonization Society resulted in the creation of the West African state of Liberia during Monroe's presidency. Most free African Americans had no desire to move to Africa as they considered themselves "Americans".
· 30% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
53. (E) Jefferson's Embargo Act of 1807 was a direct assault on trade with England and France. Thus, it cannot be viewed as "neutrality."  The act resulted in ruining much of America's shipping and damaging America's economy. 
· 37% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
54. (B) The Supreme Court led by Roger B. Taney ruled that Congress could not prohibit slavery in the territories. This further infuriated free-soil northerners. The decision also stripped all free blacks of citizenship and outlawed the 36º 30′ line provision of the Missouri Compromise of 1820.
· 45% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
55. (E) At the height of the economic depression resulting from the Panic of 1893, the Pullman Company reduced wages while maintaining high rents in its company apartments. This led to the strike led by American Railway Union leader Eugene Debs. President Cleveland ordered troops to break the strike. Debs was sent to jail.
· 39% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
56. (C) The "Atlanta Compromise" articulated Washington's views regarding "accommodation." This policy accepted segregation (Jim Crow) while urging the economic development of the African American community through self-help.
· 43% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
57. (E) The federal government passed no emancipation law prior to the Confiscation Acts during the Civil War, the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 and the 13th Amendment after the war
· 36% of all students guessed correctly on this question
58. (D) Townsend criticized FDR for not doing enough to help senior citizens. Townsend's crazy scheme called for large sums of money to be given to senior citizens each month on the condition that the money would be spent immediately. Although Townsend's plan did not fly, Roosevelt felt political pressure and signed the monumental Social Security Act in 1935. 
· 32% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
59. (A) Marcus Garvey led the United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) that called for separatism. Martin Luther King, Jr. led the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

· 35% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
60. (D) The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution got the U.S. involved in a war in Vietnam. Congress gave President Johnson tremendous latitude to conduct a war in Vietnam. In fact, Johnson bragged "it was like grandmother's nightshirt…. it covered everything!"
· 49% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
61. (D) Answer (C) could be tempting but only the slave trade was ended in Washington, D.C., not slavery itself.  Answer (A) is also tempting but California did not enter the Union under popular sovereignty. Only the Mexican Cession regions of New Mexico and Utah were subject to popular sovereignty.
· 39% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
62. (B) The Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC) was the largest attempt by the federal government during Hoover's presidency to help the economy during the depression. The RFC, although admirable, was not successful in improving America's economy. It would take FDRs "New Deal" to gradually improve the economy and most importantly, World War II, to get America out of the economic doldrums.
· 44% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
63. (D) President Truman's civil rights initiatives in 1947 resulted in some southerners in the Democratic party bolting to form a new party called the "Dixiecrats."  The "Dixiecrats" were led by Strom Thurmond from South Carolina.
· 43% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
64. (A) Temperance was the biggest issue for women during the first half of the 19th century until 1848 when the Seneca Falls Convention kicked off the women's rights movement.
· 40% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
65. (C) Unlike the Pilgrims who were separatists, the Puritans in the Massachusetts Bay Colony hoped to reform the Church of England by providing a shining example-- a "City on a Hill." 
· 23% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
66. (D) The Scopes "Monkey" Trial centered on the issue of teaching evolution in public schools. Bryan hurt the cause of Christian fundamentalists by stating a figurative interpretation of the Book of Genesis rather than a literal interpretation. Clarence Darrow defended John Scopes, the teacher indicted for teaching evolution in a Tennessee high school. 
· 51% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
67. (D)  This view was best expressed in Madison's Federalist X which theorized that a large republic could reduce the impact of factions since no faction could ever become large enough to dominate all the others. 
23% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
68. (C) Wilson did not support the conquest of territories. However, the Allies had made secret agreements to that effect during the war thus thwarting an important principle Wilson's Fourteen Points. 
· 40% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
69. (B) World War I saw huge numbers of African Americans leave the South searching for job opportunities in the North.  While some African Americans may have gone North after the Civil War (B), the numbers were relatively low. Some blacks fled westward to Kansas and Oklahoma during and after Reconstruction.
· 31% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
70. (E) Farmers increased acreages and improved their farming methods resulting in a surplus of food products and a decrease in food prices. The farm became a "factory" in the South and Midwest after the Civil War.
· 25% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
71. (D) Despite oppressive conditions, slaves retained many "Africanisms" such as call and response traditions, rhythmic traditions and religious practices. Slaves were not the primary labor source in the Carolinas until the mid-late 17th century and even later in the Chesapeake (after Bacon's Rebellion in 1676). Indentured servitude was the main source of labor in the Chesapeake until the 18th century. Slaves were never the main source of labor north of the Mason-Dixon Line (the border between Pennsylvania and Maryland).
· 31% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
72. (C) Progressives believed in an orderly society and an efficient government.  They did not look to competition as an answer, as did the Social Darwinists who believed in "survival of the fittest." Answer (E) is a good definition of Social Darwinism and answer (B) would certainly be supported by Social Darwinists. 
· 49% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
73. (A) The Pinckney Treaty of 1795 gave the U.S. the right to use the Spanish port city of New Orleans. For a period in the 1780s the Spanish had refused to allow the U.S. to use New Orleans, thus effectively closing the Mississippi River to American commerce. 
· 39% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
74. (B) President Eisenhower essentially maintained New Deal programs, but did not dismantle them. In fact, he created the new department of Health, Education and Welfare to oversee a number of New Deal programs. All of the other answers are important domestic developments to remember during the 1950s.
· 41% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
75. (B) The Bank of the United States (BUS) had imposed limits on credit expansion and speculation. After Jackson killed the BUS, state and local banks had an easier time making risky loans and overspeculating on land, railroads and other economic developments.  This led to reckless banking practices that helped cause the Panic of 1837.
· Only 16% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
76. (B) The Proclamation of 1763 was a response to Pontiac's Rebellion that resulted in Indians overrunning British forts in the Ohio Valley. Hoping to avoid future Indian uprisings, the British sought to keep Americans from settling Indian lands west of the Appalachian Mountains. Many colonials were furious that they had helped Britain defeat France in the French and Indian War (1756-1763) but were forbidden to benefit from new available lands. This law effectively marked the end of the period known as "salutary neglect" (1713-1763).
· 58% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
77. (A) Most Americans were proud to be British subjects and were proud of their English-democratic traditions. It was not until 1776 that Americans were finally willing to break their bonds with their mother country. All of the other answers correctly characterize 1750s America and will be helpful to remember. Many religious denominations resulted from various immigrant groups with varying religions as well as the fracturing of denominations that resulted from the Great Awakening beginning in the 1730s. America generally avoided the hereditary aristocracy that characterized Europe. Non-English settlers included Germans, Scots-Irish, and Scots Highlanders. Slavery existed in all 13 colonies although most black slavery existed south of the Mason-Dixon Line.
· Only 22% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
78. (E) This is a quote from the first publication of William Lloyd Garrison's Liberator on January 1, 1831. This event can be looked upon as the official beginning of the abolitionist movement in antebellum America.
· 35% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
· (A) By 1945, Japan was nearly destroyed, her navy wiped out, and her air force almost non-existent. It would have been impossible for the Japanese to launch an invasion of the U.S. at such a late date. The Battle of Midway (1942) is considered the turning point of the war in the Pacific and thereafter, Japan was on the defensive. A Japanese invasion was no longer practical after that time. All other answers contain reasons given by the U.S. to rationalize the use of the bomb and are helpful to remember.
· 44% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
79. (A) You would not be expected to know who David Riesman is but the 1950s were challenged by certain intellectuals as an age of alienation and conformity in the face of a mass consumer culture and Cold War hysteria
· 24% of all students guessed correctly on this question.
