Macbeth Act III Reading Guide

Scene i

1. What three honors does Macbeth have?

2. How does Banquo think Macbeth gained these honors?

3. How does Banquo’s diction show his distrust of Macbeth? (lines 16-20)

4. What are Banquo’s plans for this afternoon?

5. Why is Macbeth afraid and jealous of Banquo?

6. Why doesn’t the king just have Banquo put to death instead of plotting a murder?

7. Who are the two murderers supposed to kill?

Scene ii 

8. What two problems has Macbeth had since the murder?

9. What are some differences in this second murder plot?

Scene iii

10. Why are there three murderers?

11. Is the murder carried out successfully?

Scene iv

12. What does the word “cutthroat” mean literally and figuratively?

13. Explain the snake metaphor.

14. Why doesn’t Macbeth sit down at the dinner table?

15. What excuse does Lady Macbeth make for her husband’s strange behavior?

16. Is Macbeth a coward?

17. Explain Macbeth’s line 123:  “Blood will have blood.”

18. Who is next on Macbeth’s murder list?

Scene v

19. Who is Hecate and why is she angry?

20. Where will she meet with Macbeth?   

Scene vi

21. What makes Lennox suspicious of Macbeth?

22. Where is Malcolm? Donalbain?

23. Which kings from which countries does Macduff ask for help?

