Ms. Campbell
La Quinta High School; 2010-11 Curriculum Letter

English 2H
Dear students and parents,

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year and to your English classroom. English 2H is a language arts course based on California English-Language Arts Content Standards for the 9th and 10th grades. English 2H focuses on reading, writing, written and oral English language conventions, listening, and speaking. This course is designed to promote lifelong learning, literacy, and critical thinking. This course is designed to prepare students who are working towards AP English, and as such will have a level of rigor beyond that of the college prep classroom.  I have high expectations for each and every one of my students, and these expectations are based on the standards listed above.  

This year of English we will touch on a wide breadth of texts, which include the following:

· The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

· Night by Elie Wiesel

· To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
· Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

· The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
· A multitude of short stories, poems, and informational materials from our literature anthology and other sources.
In addition to tests and quizzes, there will also be a variety of other assignments. This class will be writing intensive, and there will be many essays throughout the year, including the following: biographical, persuasive, research, and literary analysis.  Papers will include timed writings and process papers, and they will be both in-class and take home assignments. There will also be informal writing assignments several times throughout the week both in class and at home. Students will also have independent reading assignments that will need to be completed at home (students should not count on in-class reading), as well as review questions and annotations, and a large Holocaust/genocide project that includes a great deal of research outside of the classroom.  There will be presentations and speeches to practice communications skills as well.  In addition, scored discussions and Socratic Seminars will be used to help students understand the texts and apply the skills learned in the course.  We will also cover a great deal of grammar in class, which will play a part in both their writing and test grades.  This is only a small sample of the assignments that will be completed throughout the year.  

I expect that all students will come to class having read the assignment and with their homework completed.  I also believe that students must actively participate in class in order to fully understand what they are reading and writing, so it is imperative that students speak and share in small group and large group discussions.  This is a pre-AP course, and a student cannot gain all the necessary skills if they do not fully participate.  No student can learn if there are distractions in the room, so I also expect that students will behave maturely and responsibly.  

If there are any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at ccampbell@ggusd.us.
Thank you,

Christina Campbell
