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U.S. History: Book 2 Name
Lesson 38
Handout 38 (page 1) Date

Woodrow Wilson and the Peace-Making Prdcess

Part A. Use the following summary of Wilson’s Fourteen Points as a resource in completing
the activity in Part B.
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13.

14.
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Open covenants of peace, openly negotiated

Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace
and in war

The removal of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade
conditions among all the nations

Reduction of national armaments to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety
A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims

The evacuation of all Russian territory ’

The evacuation and restoration of Belgium

The evacuation of French territory and the return of Alsace-Lorraine to France

A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy along clearly recognizable lines of nationality
The freest opportunity to autonomous development for the peoples of Austria-Hungary
The evacuation of Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro; free and secure access to the sea
for Serbia; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence
and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states

The creation of a Turkish nation; autonomy for other nationalities under Turkish rule;
and free passage through the Dardanelles to the ships and commerce of all nations
The creation of an independent Polish state with free and secure access to the sea and
international guarantees of the nation’s political and economic independence and
territorial integrity

The creation of a general association of nations for the purpose of affording mutual
guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small nations
alike

Part B. Use the accompanying summary of the Fourteen Points and your knowledge of the
countries in World War I to complete the chart. If the country would have agreed with the
point, write “A” in the appropriate block; if that country would have disagreed with the
point, mark “D”; if the point does not apply to the country, leave the space blank. In the case
of the United States, answer from the point of view of the Senate, which must ratify treaties
made by the President.
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The Treaty of Versailles

Part A. Use the following excerpts from the Treaty of Versailles as a resource in completing
- the homework activity that follows.

Article 10: The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve as against
external aggression the territorial integrity and existing political independence of all
Members of the League. In case of any such aggression or in case of any threat or danger
of such aggression, the Council shall advise upon the means by which this obligation shall
be fulfilled.

Article 42: Germany is forbidden to maintain or construct any fortifications either on the
left bank of the Rhine or on the right bank to the west of a line drawn 50 kilometers to the
East of the Rhine.

Article 45: As compensation for the destruction of the coal-mines in the north of France
and as payment toward the total reparations due from Germany for the damage resulting
from the war, Germany cedes to France in full and absolute possession, with exclusive
rights of exploitation, unencumbered and free from all debts and charges of any kind, the
coal-mines situated in the Saar Basin as defined in Article 48.

Article 51: The territories [Alsace-Lorraine] which were ceded to Germany in accordance
with the Preliminaries of Peace signed at Versailles on February 26, 1871, and the Treaty of
Frankfort of May 10, 1871, are restored to French sovereignty as from the date of the
Armistice of November 11, 1918.

Article 119: Germany renounces in favour of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all
her rights and titles over her overseas possessions. _

Article 159: The German military forces shall be demobilized and reduced as prescribed
hereinafter. )

Article 160: . ... After that date [March 31, 1920] the total number of effectives in the Army
of the States constituting Germany must not exceed one hundred thousand men.
Article 170: Importation into Germany of Arms, munitions and war material of every kind
shall be strictly prohibited.

Article 181: After the expiration of a period of two months from the coming into force of the
present Treaty, the German naval forces in commission must not exceed: 6 battleships, 6
light cruisers, 12 destroyers, 12 torpedo boats, or an equal number of ships constructed to
replace them as provided in Article 190. No submarines are to be included.

Article 198: The armed forces of Germany must not include any military or naval air forces.
Articie 231: The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the
responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the
Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a conse-
quence of the war imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies.
Article 232: The Allied and Associated Governments recognize that the resources of
Germany are not adequate, after taking into account permanent diminutions of such
resources which will result from other provisions of the Treaty, to make complete
reparations for all such loss and damages.

The Allied and Associated Governinents, however, require, and Germany undertakes,
that she will make compensation for all damage done to the civilian population of the Allied
and Associated Powers and to their property during the period of the belligerency of each
as an Allied or Associated Power against Germany by such aggression by land, by sea and
from the air. [Later set at $56 billion.]
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On the League of Nations
Henry Cabot Lodge
®

Henry Cabot Lodge served as a Republican United States senator from 1893 until his death
in 1924. He led the Republican senators in a successful fight to prevent the United States
from joining the League of Nations after World War I. As chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, Lodge felt the League would involve the United States oo deeply in
European affairs. Lodge gave the following speech to support his case against President
Woodrow Wilson’s League of Nations in 1920.

As you read, consider the following questions:
*  What arguments does Lodge use to oppose the League?

*  According to Lodge, how can the United States best contribute to “world service”?

Iam as anxious as any human being can be to have the United States render
every possible service to the civilization and the peace of mankind. But I am
certain that we can do it best by not putting ourselves in leading strings, or
subjecting our policies and our sovereignty to other nations. The
independence of the United States is not only more precious to ourselves, but
to the world, than any single possession.

Look at the United States today. We have made mistakes in the past; we
have had shortcomings. We shall make mistakes in the future and fall short of
our own best hopes. But nonetheless, is there any country today on the face of
the earch which can compare with this in ordered liberty, in peace, and in the
largest freedom? I fee that I can say this without being accused of undue
boastfulness, for it is a simple fact. And in taking on these obligations, all that
we do is in the spirit of unselfishness, and it is a desire for the good of
mankind. But it is well to remember that we are dealing with nations, every
one of which has a direct individual interest to serve, and there is grave danger
in an unshared idealism. Contrast the United States with any country on the
face of the earth today and ask yourself whether the situation of the United
States is not the best to be found.

Lwill go as far as anyone in world service that the first step to world service
is the maintenance of the United States. You may call me selfish if you will,
conservative or reactionary, or use any other harsh adjective you sce fit to
apply. But an American I was born, an American I've remained all my life. I
can never be anything else but an American, and I must think of the United
States first. And when I think of the United States first in an argument like
this, I am thinking of what is best for the world. For if the United States fails,
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[image: image4.png]the best hope of mankind fails with it. I have never had but one allegiance; I
cannot divide it now. I have loved but one flag and I cannot share that
devotion and give affection to the mongrel banner invented for a league.
Internationalism, illustrated by the Bolshevik and by the men to whom all
countries are alike, provided they can make money out of them, is to me
repulsive. National I must remain and in that way I, like all Americans, can
render the amplest service to the world.
The United States is the world’s best hope, but if you fetter her in the

- interest through quarrels of other nations, if you tangle her in the intrigues of
Europe, you will destroy her powerful good, and endanger her very existence.
Leave her to march freely through the centuries to come, as in the years that
have gone. Strong, generous, and confident, she has nobly served mankind.
Beware how you trifle with your marvelous inheritance—this great land of
ordered liberty. For if we stumble and fall, freedom and civilization
everywhere will go down in ruin.

Source: Library of Congress, American Memory. “American Leaders Speak: Recordings from World War I and

the 1920 Election, 1918-1920” [Document posted on the World Wide Web]. Retrieved May 5, 1999 from the
World Wide Web: http://memory.loc.gov/
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