“’No. I have never had confidence and I am not young’” (382).

What is the context?

Who is speaking? To whom?

What is being said? Can I restate these words?

Why are these words significant?

What word is most important? Why? How does it create meaning?

This passage is significant, because the older waiter’s clipped response both reveals his intense loneliness and predicts his desire to find himself a “clean, well-lighted place” once the café closes. The older waiter is speaking to the younger waiter. Both men are waiting for an old man to finish drinking, so that they can go home from the café where they work. When the younger waiter claims that the two men are the same, the older waiter flatly tells him that “no,” they are not the same. He points out that he is not a young man. Even more significantly, the older waiter admits that he has never felt sure of himself. Within the context of this conversation, it seems as if the older waiter is also admitting that he has never had a long-term, passionate relationship. When the older waiter speaks these words, he is explaining that his life only has his work to fill it up. When he is not at the café working, he is alone and without purpose. These words predict the end of the story, when the older waiter leaves the café but does not go home. Instead the older waiter poignantly tries to find a “clean well-lighted place” in which he can wait for morning. Once it is daylight he can sleep; once it is not dark, he does not feel so alone.  The older waiter’s use of the word “no” is simple yet wrenching to a perceptive reader. Hemingway follows the “no” with a period. “No.” is the complete sentence. This extremely short response suggests that the older waiter is trying to control the overwhelming loneliness that he feels.

note: the use of a triple quotation mark


note: the citation –period is at the END; no pg.!!!!





The older waiter is speaking to the younger waiter. Both men are waiting for an old man to finish drinking, so that they can go home from the café where they work.





When the younger waiter claims that the two men are the same, the older waiter flatly tells him that “no,” they are not the same. He points out that he is not a young man. Even more significantly, the older waiter admits that he has never felt sure of himself. Within the context of this conversation, it seems as if the older waiter is also admitting that he has never had a long-term, passionate relationship.





When the older waiter speaks these words, he is explaining that his life only has his work to fill it up. When he is not at the café working, he is alone and without purpose. These words predict the end of the story, when the older waiter leaves the café but does not go home. Instead the older waiter poignantly tries to find a “clean well-lighted place” in which he can wait for morning. Once it is daylight he can sleep; once it is not dark, he does not feel so alone. 





The older waiter’s use of the word “no” is simple yet wrenching to a perceptive reader. Hemingway follows the “no” with a period. “No.” is the complete sentence. This extremely short response suggests that the older waiter is trying to control the overwhelming loneliness that he feels.








