Paragraph Structure 

Practice #5

Directions: Students must read and identify the following components of an expository paragraph:

· Topic Sentence



Single Underline

· Supporting Detail



Bracket [
]

· Explanation




Circle

· Concluding Sentence



Double Underline

Throughout history and cultures, women have done unthinkable things for the sake of achieving their culture’s beauty ideal. For example, ancient Chinese aristocrats practiced foot binding to show off their femininity. In Chinese foot binding, young girls’ feet were tightly bound in cloth bandages so that their feet would not grow or develop normally. The Chinese practiced this custom because they considered large feet a symbol of low social status and ugliness. Also, American and European women in the 1800s practiced cinching in their waists tightly to achieve the appearance they had tiny waists. Many girls purchased lace-up shirts usually two inches smaller than their regular waist size and tied the lace as tightly as possible. Some shirts were laced so tightly, some women even suffered internal damage to their organs. Finally, in some African cultures, women continue to wear plates in their lower lips. Their lower lips are pierced and stretched as ever-larger plates are inserted over time. The larger the woman’s plate size, the more desirable she appears to the men in her community. These examples clearly embody the notion that pain truly is beauty.  

