
Unit 6: World War II

U.S. History

11.7 Students analyze America's participation in World War II.
1. Examine the origins of American involvement in the war, with an emphasis on the events that precipitated the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

2. Explain U.S. and Allied wartime strategy, including the major battles of Midway, Normandy, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and the Battle of the Bulge. 

3. Identify the roles and sacrifices of individual American soldiers, as well as the unique contributions of the special fighting forces (e.g., the Tuskegee Airmen, the 442nd Regimental Combat team, the Navajo Code Talkers). 

4. Analyze Roosevelt's foreign policy during World War II (e.g., Four Freedoms speech). 

5. Discuss the constitutional issues and impact of events on the U.S. home front, including the internment of Japanese Americans (e.g., Fred Korematsu v. United States of America) and the restrictions on German and Italian resident aliens; the response of the administration to Hitler's atrocities against Jews and other groups; the roles of women in military production; and the roles and growing political demands of African Americans. 

6. Describe major developments in aviation, weaponry, communication, and medicine and the war's impact on the location of American industry and use of resources. 

7. Discuss the decision to drop atomic bombs and the consequences of the decision (Hiroshima and Nagasaki). 

8. Analyze the effect of massive aid given to Western Europe under the Marshall Plan to rebuild itself after the war and the importance of a rebuilt Europe to the U.S. economy. 

Essential Questions:
1.) What event led to U.S. involvement in WWII?

2.) What factors contributed to the victory of all Allies over the Axis powers? 
3.) How did the war effort impact civil liberties on the home front?
4.) In what ways did WWII affect the U.S. role in foreign affairs after 1945?
Essential Vocabulary Words:

1. Dictatorship: absolute or despotic control or power
2. Genocide: deliberate and systematic destruction of a group
3. Internment: the act of interning or confining, especially in wartime
4. National security: the protection of a nation from attack or other danger by maintaining adequate armed forces and guarding state secrets.
5. Fascism: any movement, ideology, or attitude that favors dictatorial government, centralized control of private enterprise, repression of all opposition, and extreme nationalism
6. Nazism: the philosophy of the German National Socialist Party under the leadership of Adolf Hitler
7. Appeasement: giving into the demands of a hostile power in the hope of avoiding war.
8. Totalitarianism: a government in which a single party without opposition rules over political, economic, social, and cultural life
9. Isolationism: a government policy based on the belief that national interests are best served by avoiding economic and political alliances with other countries
10. Communism: the political theory or system in which all property and wealth is owned in a classless society by all the members of that society
Extra Credit Films:
Option 1: View one of the following films: 
	All My Sons 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman 

Baseball
Casablanca 

Eleanor Roosevelt 
Fat Man and Little Boy 
Judgment at Nuremberg 
The Longest Day 
Memphis Belle 
A Midnight Clear 
Midway 
Patton 
South Pacific 

Tuskegee Airmen 
* Memphis Bell
	Twelve O'Clock High 

Ballad of a Soldier  

Hiroshima Maiden
The Sound of Music 

The White Rose 

Four Films About Anne Frank 

Schindler's List 

The Pianist

Swing Kids

Pearl Harbor

Saving Private Ryan

Wind Talkers

Tora! Tora! Tora! 

Truman 
Red Tails


2. Complete worksheet: Extra Credit Film Question
Extra credit must be turned in before the end of the unit to receive credit!

Option 2: Visit the JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
369 East First Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
phone: (213) 625-0414
fax: (213) 625-1770
http://www.janm.org/ 

Option 3: Visit the Museum of Tolerance
Simon Wiesenthal Plaza
9786 West Pico Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90035
General Information: 310-553-8403
50 points extra credit = you must write a summary of what you observed at the museum (be very specific) and attach a receipt. No receipt = no credit!








