Chapter 1: Environmental Problems, Their Causes, and Sustainability

Vocabulary: Explain each word and give examples if possible.

Exponential Growth

Natural Resources

Environment



Environmentally sustainable society

Ecology



Gross domestic Product (GDP)

Environmental Science

Per Capita GDP

Environmentalism


Sustainable Yield

Questions: Answer each in full sentences giving detailed explanations and examples.

1.  What keeps us alive? Explain Figure 1-2. 

2.  How fast is the human population increasing? 

3.  What are economic growth, economic development, and globalization? 

4.  What are the earth’s main types of resources? How can they be depleted or degraded?

5.  What does common-property mean, and give at least one example?  Explain the term used by Garrett Hardin, “tragedy of the commons”. 

6.  What are the principal types of pollution? What can we do about pollution? Compare the two possible was to solve the pollution problem.

7.  What are the five major environmental problems? 

8. According to environmentalists, what are five basic causes of the environmental problems we face? How are these causes connected?

9. Is our current course sustainable? What is environmentally sustainable development?

10. List five ways in which poverty is related to environmental quality, peoples’ quality of life, and premature deaths of poor people. Why does it make sense for a poor family to have a large number of children?

11. What is an environmental worldview? Distinguish between the planetary management, stewardship, and environmental wisdom environmental worldviews. Which one comes closest to your own environmental worldview?

Answer questions 5 and 7 on page 18 of the text. 

