
 

Clifton Middle School Band Handbook 
 

It is the goal of CISD to have a quality band program.  We are 

committed to the development of our student musicians. 

 

 Important goals in the band program are to give students 

 Direction in developing better musicianship, self-discipline,  

 pride, responsibility, leadership, loyalty, and teamwork. 

 

General Information  

The band is a unique organization in that it serves two purposes- to 

serve its members and to serve others.  The band is obligated to 

support other organizations of the school and the community.  

Participation in the band program is a privilege that carries 

additional expectations.  Because participation in the band program 

is a privilege and not a right, Clifton Independent School District is 

authorized to set higher standards for participants of extracurricular 

activities such as the band program.  Below are the Conduct 

Expectations expected of all band participants: (Failure to meet 

these expectations can result in disciplinary action by the band 

director.) 

 

 

Attendance: 

Attendance at all performances and rehearsals both during school 

and outside of school time is necessary and mandatory (Christmas 

Concert, Spring Concert, UIL Contest, etc).  A bona fide illness or 

death in the family is among the very few permitted excuses.  The 

band director determines what is an excused/unexcused absence.  

Parents and students must realize that the yearly itinerary of 

performances and rehearsals is a part of the course assignment and 

must plan to participate in all of them.  Students not able to be 

present for a rehearsal or event should call the director as soon as 

they are aware that they will be absent.   

 

*Disciplinary action may be taken if the absence is unexcused. 

 

 



Participation 
Students must attend all practices and performances to be eligible 

to participate.  Failure to attend practices and or performances may 

result in suspension from band activities.  Each performance is a 

Major Test Grade and each practice is a daily grade.  Students 

missing a performance will be given a grade of zero for that Major 

Test Grade.   Students missing scheduled practices will be given a 

grade of a zero for that daily grade.  

 

Eligibility Requirements 
 

Students participating in the Clifton Middle School Band program 

must remain eligible to compete in UIL band events.  Students who 

become ineligible and can not participate in practices and 

performances will be given an alternate assignment during the 

band period.  These assignments must be completed to earn a 

passing grade.  

 

Students who fail (any class) three six weeks during the course 

of a school year will be removed from the band program. 

 

 

Grading Policy 

Student’s grades are assigned as a result of individual evaluations 

and participation.  Playing test and daily observation will be used 

for student evaluation.  The middle school band students will also 

be required to practice throughout the year.  Practice records will 

be required at the discretion of the director.  Attendance, 

punctuality, following instructions, and having all required 

materials will be used for student participation evaluations.  

 

Performance Uniform Policy 

Band students are required to dress appropriately for all 

performances such as concerts and UIL Contest.  Your personal 

appearance and your actions represent you, your band, your school 

and community.  The band director will determine what the 

uniform will be for each band event.   

 

 



Travel Policy 

The band will participate in out of town activities.  School buses or 

other modes of transportation will be provided.  All students are 

expected to ride the school bus to and from the out-of-town 

functions.  Exceptions may be granted on an individual basis.  If 

permission is granted, the band director must be notified in 

advance of circumstance, and must have a note signed by the 

parent.  The parent must also talk personally with the director 

immediately before the student is to be released.  No student will 

be released to anyone but the parent or legal guardian.  Students 

are not allowed to drive themselves or ride with parents when 

bus transportation is missed.   
 

Clifton High School / Middle School Band 

Drug and Alcohol Policy 

 

 

Alcohol Policy 

 

1st Offense- A student receiving a citation for alcohol off school 

grounds will receive a one-week suspension from all band 

activities. 

 

2nd Offense- A student receiving a second citation for alcohol off 

school grounds will receive a three-week suspension from all band 

activities.   

 

3rd Offense-  A student receiving a third citation for alcohol off 

school grounds will be removed from band for the remainder of the 

school year.   

 

 

Drug Policy 

 

1st Offense- A student receiving a citation for an illegal substance 

off school grounds will receive a two-week suspension from all 

band activities. 

 



2nd Offense- A student receiving a second citation for an illegal 

substance off school grounds will receive a six-week suspension 

from all band activities.   

 

3rd Offense- A student receiving a third citation for an illegal 

substance off school grounds will be removed from band for the 

remainder of the school year.   

 


