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August 23, 2010

Dear Parents and Guardians,

My name is Ms. Kelly and I am excited to have your student in my Language Arts class this year.  I know that we will have a successful, productive year and I look forward to being a part of the academic progress your child will make.

In all Language Arts classes this year we will be focused on improving our writing and reading skills. In class students will be engaged in reading and discussing novels, writing compositions, and developing into critical thinkers with a global perspective. There will be required homework assignments throughout the year in the form of both reading and writing.  I ask that you monitor your child’s progress and encourage him/her to ask questions and take on challenges, as these are essential to the learning process.  I encourage you to check out our class website to see what we are up to in class and the homework your child should be doing at home.  

If for any reason you would like to discuss your student’s progress in my class, I would love to set up a time to talk.  You can email me at: skelly@stanthonydallas.org or call me at: (515) 992-0206 (please do not call any later than 9pm).  This week I will be going over the syllabus and classroom procedures with your child.  I am asking that he/she brings this home and that together you review and make sure that you understand all aspects of our classroom norms.  I am requiring that this syllabus be signed by both student and parent, and that it be kept in the student’s notebook throughout the year.  I will hand out a copy of the syllabus to all parents at “Meet the Teacher” night. 

Attached to this letter you will also find a copy of the supply list for all Middle School students as well as the books that your student will be required to have for our English class.  I will send out a book reminder about a week before we begin reading each new novel, but it is essential that your student has the book on the day we begin the unit!  Having the necessary supplies and books everyday is essential to your student’s success. Therefore, please send these school supplies with your student as soon as possible.  If you have any questions regarding these supplies, please do not hesitate to email me!

Also attached to this letter you will find a survey.  I would really appreciate it if you could take the time to fill this out.  I believe that the more information I can learn in the beginning about your child and his/her needs, the more successful we can be.  Please have this completed and returned to me by Monday, August 30.  

There are a few important events coming up!

Meet the Teacher Night: Thursday, August 26, 2010 6pm-8pm

Middle School “Back to School” Dance: Friday, August 27, 2010 6pm-9pm

Summer Picnic:  Saturday, August 28, 2010 10am-1pm

I look forward to meeting you soon and working with you and your student this year!

Sincerely,

Ms. Kelly

Please sign and return the following by Monday, August 30

I have read the above letter and received the parent/guardian survey:



___________________________________ 
Student Name______________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature






Parent/Guardian Survey

Please have your child return this to Ms. Kelly by Monday, August 30

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you so much for taking a few minutes out of your busy day to complete this survey!  The more information that I have, the better we can work together to help your child reach their fullest potential in my English class this year!

Student Name:___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name:___________________________________________________

Relationship to student (i.e. father, grandmother)_____________________________

Email address:___________________________________________________________

Home phone: ____________  Work phone:_____________ Cell phone: ___________

What is the best number and time to contact you about your student?


-
Number:   [   ]  Home

[   ]  Work
[   ]  Cell


-
Time:________________________________________

1. What do you wish that teachers knew about your child that they might not know?  Also, does your child have any special needs or conditions that make learning more difficult for him/her?

2.  What motivates your child?

3.  What are your goals for your child?

4.  Is there anything else that I should know that would be helpful in making me the best teacher for your child?
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