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TEACHER: Mrs. LaPera







      2012-2013
COURSE TITLE: English 3P





CONTACT INFO: mrslapera @ yahoo. com
WEBSITE: www.laquintahs.org/
Dear Parent/Guardian,

I look forward to working with your child this year, and I hope to meet you at Back-to-School Night.

COURSE SYLLABUS
English 3P is a survey of American Literature from its foundations to the present. We will read both fiction and nonfiction from various historical periods. We will cover writing strategies and the writing process in order to complete four major essay assignments during the year. Additionally, we will work on improving your vocabulary and grammar. This class will focus on making you a more effective reader, writer, speaker and thinker. Please attempt to be engaged and participate in class. This is what makes it fun and interesting.
Class Materials
1. Holt Literature and Language Arts, 5th Course
2. College Rule Notebook Paper in a 3-ring binder (1 – 1 ½  inch is sufficient)  
3. Notebook Dividers (you can make your own)
*Suggested divider labels: Course Info, Journals, Grammar, Assignments, Notes
4. Black or Blue Pens (All work, except for rough drafts, must be done in ink.)
5. Two Red Pens

6. #2 Pencils

7. Student Planner

* Optional: Highlighters (multiple colors) & Post-it notes (big enough to write on)

       * Additional materials may be needed for various assignments
Student Evaluation/ Grading Policy

You must pass this class in order to graduate. 4-year universities do not accept “D” or “Fail” grades. 
            Grading Scale
A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

Fail = 0-59%

Weighted Categories

 5% Practice 

Assignments checked for completion

35% Formative Assessments 

Homework/class work, quizzes, rough drafts, presentations
60% Summative Assessments 

Final essays, final tests, projects, presentations 

Classroom Expectations (Citizenship & Work Habits O, S, N, U) 

School Rules and Consequences will be enforced as well.
1. We will come to class on time, prepared, and ready to learn.

Bring textbook and supplies to class every day. Be in seat when the bell rings. You will be dismissed by teacher. All homework is completed before entering the classroom.
2. We will respect and support ourselves and each other.

Respect each other, teacher, self, school, personal, and community property. 

3. We will only bring to class what belongs in our class. 

Food, gum, drinks (water is OK), electronic devices, makeup, and gossip are disruptive to class. Discriminatory or derogatory comments will not be tolerated. No texting or recording. Any cell phones out or in use during class without permission will be confiscated and given to a school administrator; parents will need to retrieve the device. Having a cell phone or electronic device in use before, during, or after a test/quiz constitutes cheating and you will receive a “0” for that test/quiz and possible honor code violation referral. 
Consequences

Breaking any of these rules leads to: Warning, Detention, Phone call home, and/or Referral.
Homework / Late Work / Absence Policy
All work must be turned in on time. Record your homework in student planner. It is your responsibility to ask about assignments missed during any absence. 
· Daily Work: With an excused absence, a student may turn in homework assignments on the day of his/her return. If an assignment has been given during a student’s absence, s/he has the number of days absent to complete the work missed.
· Major Assignments: Because due dates are specified well in advance, essays and major projects (including those related to outside reading) are always due at or before the beginning of the class period on the scheduled date even if a student is absent from class on that date. If you will be absent, make arrangements to have a friend or parent turn it in for you to avoid getting half credit. Per English department policy, late papers will receive a 50% point reduction if they are one day late and will not be accepted more than one week past the due date; no credit will be given thereafter. Special arrangements can be made only for verifiable, extenuating circumstances. You or your parents must make explicit arrangements with me by email or phone. 
· Tests/Quizzes: Ask to make it up upon your return to school. It is the student’s responsibility to take care of this in a timely manner.  If more than a week passes after the student’s return and arrangements have not been made for a make-up test/quiz, a score of zero will be entered into the grade book.
Class Participation

It is essential to have a safe and respectful intellectual community where everyone’s voice is valued, so please join in this effort. If you are quiet, learn to speak more often; if you are a frequent speaker, encourage others to contribute. The best classes are those where discussion is safe, where it is all right to agree or disagree, but most of all, the best classes include students in the experience. Do your homework and come to class prepared with your appropriate materials to participate. 

I do call on students to participate in class discussion. I realize that some students are not comfortable speaking in class. It is okay to ask me to come back to you. Gather your thoughts and come up with an answer (Yes, I will come right back to you). “I don’t know” is not an acceptable response and will not be used to get out of participating. It’s not about having the right answer; it’s about engaging in meaningful classroom discussion. 

Seating Chart
Seats will be assigned. I may change your seats as needed.
Headings
Use the proper MLA heading on the top left-hand corner of all papers and assignments turned in. Papers without the proper heading may not be accepted or given credit. 

Student Name (First name and last name)

Teacher (Mrs. LaPera)

Course Title (English 1H, 3P), Period # (1, 2, 3, 4…)
Day Month Year (Ex: 6 September 2012)

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Do not copy assignments from other students, books, resources, or the internet.  Be original. Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive a “0” on that assignment, a referral and parents will be notified.  Refer to the Honor Code in the Student Planner. If you study with a friend, make sure to write your own answers in your own words. Do not reword another student’s answers. If you have a cell phone or electronic device in use before, during, or after a test/quiz, it will be deemed cheating and you will receive a “0” for that test/quiz.
Contact
The best way to contact me with questions outside of class is via email to mrslapera @ yahoo. com. 
Course Timeline (subject to change)
Quarter 1:

Reading:
Chapter 1: Encounters and Foundations to 1800

Chapter 2: American Romanticism

Writing:

Analyzing Nonfiction

Quarter 2:

Reading:

Chapter 3: American Masters

Chapter 4: Rise of Realism

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
Writing:
Argumentative

Quarter 3: 

Reading:

Chapter 5: The Moderns

Chapter 6: Contemporary Literature 1939-present

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald

Writing:
Historical Research Paper

Quarter 4: 

Reading:
CST testing

Chapter 6 cont.

Writing:

Reflective 

Focus Questions:

By the end of the year you should be able to answer the following questions in an insightful manner:

1. What is the American dream and how has it evolved over time?

2. What are the major periods of American Literature and how do the aspects/elements of the literature reflect the values and issues of the time period?

3. Throughout the course, what emerged as the major underlying values in American literature? What were the origins of these values? Where do we see these values in today’s society?

4. What were some of the major issues addressed in the reading selections? What were common themes? Are these issues and themes still present today?

5. What major literary devices were present across the reading selections? What effect did these devices have? 

6. Where do you see American literature going in the upcoming generations? Why?

7. What is rhetoric? What various ways did the writers attempt to persuade readers? Why is persuasion and rhetoric such a focus in American society?

8. What are the steps in the writing process? How can writers use these steps to produce high-quality essays? What are your personal writing goals and how can you continue to improve your writing?

*****cut and return bottom portion only*****

I have read, I understand, and I agree to abide by Mrs. LaPera’s grading policies, classroom rules, procedures, and expectations, including the late and make-up work policies, cell phone policies, and consequences for cheating/plagiarizing. This student/ parent /teacher contract is valid for the entire 2012-2013 school year.
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Student Signature
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Student ID #
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_____________

Print Parent Name



Parent (or Guardian) Signature


  Date
__________________________________________    ___________________   ____________________
Parent E-mail 





Parent Phone

best time to contact
Comments (Optional):
