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LECTURE NOTES

THE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

SECTION OBJECTIVE  To understand the general characteristics of members of Congress

A. Personal and Political Backgrounds

1. Congress is not a representative cross section of the American people.

2. Most members are married, have children, and are members of a Christian church.

4.
B. Duties of the Job

1. Members of congress must act as legislators, committee members, representatives of their constituents, servants of their constituents, and politicians.

2. Trustees-

3. Delegates-Many members see themselves as agents of those who elected them and believe they should suppress their own views in favor of those of the electorate.

4. Partisans-
5.  Politicos-Many members attempt to balance the roles of trustee, delegate, and partisan.

6. Other Roles-

C. Compensation

1. Nonsalary Compensation-Members of Congress receive a wide range of fringe benefits, from low-cost medical care to free printing and distribution of speeches, newsletters, and other materials.

2. The Politics of Pay

D. Membership Privileges

1. Members may not be arrested for misdemeanor while Congress is in session.

