Highlighting as Active Reading
Why highlight?

1. Highlighting is re-reading; re-reading reinforces main ideas and information

2. Highlighting makes it easier to locate key points during a discussion or writing exercise

What to highlight?

1. Main idea in each paragraph (or section if some paragraphs are simply details/evidence that support a previous paragraphs main idea).

a. THE FIRST SENTENCE OF A PARAGRAPH IS NOT NECESSARILY THE MAIN IDEA!!!

b. Most readings in social science classes will have a thesis; you must find the thesis and highlight it!
2. Supporting evidence, but not minute details

3. Anything you do not understand, either highlight in a different color or mark with a big ?
What NOT to highlight?

1. Random names, terms, dates, words…

2. Anything that if you went back to the article next week you would say, “Huh?  Why did I highlight THAT?”
Notating as Active Reading

What is “notation”?

1. Taking notes or making symbolic marks in the margins of a reading

Why notate?

1. Annotating is re-reading; re-reading reinforces main ideas and information

2. Annotating makes it MUCH easier to locate key points during a discussion or writing exercise

When to notate?

1. Notation is most helpful if done during and after reading

a. During a reading, make simple notations (?, *, 1…2…3)

b. After a reading, go back, read what you highlighted and add words to your previous notations
