A & E Video:  William Shakespeare            Name:  ________________
1.  “The greatest playwright the English language has ever known” was born in ___________________-on-Avon, the son of ________________ and _________________ Shakespeare.

2. Since children were christened three days after birth, we attribute April ____________, 15_____, as William’s birthday.

3. Shakespeare studied Latin and Greek at the local school, but years after age 14 or 15 are called “the lost years.”  However, at age _____ he married ____________________ who was eight years older.  Their daughter ________________ was born six months later, and the twins, ________________ and _________________________, followed two years later.
4. Shakespeare’s life until 1592 is a “mystery.”  By 1592 he was writing and acting in London because Robert Greene wrote an attack on Shakespeare calling him an “upstart young _______.”

5.  Shakespeare’s sonnets are addressed to the Earl of ____________________, his patron, and to ________________________ with whom he was obsessively in love.
6. In the 1590’s the theaters closed due to a _________________ alert.

7. On August 11, 1596, _______________ died leaving Shakespeare no male heir to inherit his wealth.

8. Shakespeare owned ten percent of The ________________ theater, which made him his fortune.  The first play performed there was ____________________________________.
9. His plays were performed in daylight in an open air theater, so character, lighting, scenery, setting, etc. were all described in ______________________________.
10. Women’s parts were played by ______________________________________.

11. During James I reign as king of England, Shakespeare’s acting company was known as ___________________________________________________.

12. In 1613 ________________________ burned during a performance of Henry VIII, and Shakespeare retired.

13. In his will, Shakespeare left the bulk of his estate to his eldest daughter and her husband; he left his wife his ____________________________________________.

14. Shakespeare died on _______________(month and day), _____________(year), at the age of 52.

15. Ben Johnson, a contemporary of Shakespeare’s, was instrumental in publishing __________________ in 1623; Johnson said Shakespeare “was not of an age but for all time.”
16. Why is Shakespeare still read and performed today?
Review:
17. The term “renaissance” is a French word meaning ___________________.
18. Define humanism.______________________________________________________.

19. The inventor of movable type was a German named _______________________________.

20. England defeated the Spanish Armada in the year ________________________.

