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Common Sense Pamphlets Project 

Introductions:

Common Sense was a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine. It was first published anonymously on January 10, 1776, during the American Revolution. Common Sense presented the American colonists with an argument for independence from British rule at a time when the question of independence was still undecided. Paine wrote and reasoned in a style that common people understood; forgoing the philosophy and Latin references used by Enlightenment era writers, Paine structured Common Sense like a sermon and relied on Biblical references to make his case to the people.

Directions:

Thomas Paine has hired you to create a new/edited version of his Common Sense.  Paine would like you to provide a short but informative subtitle that introduces his pamphlet. In addition, you will paraphrase some of his famous\infamous quotations.  Then he would like for you to make the pamphlet more visually attractive to readers, and somehow invite people to join the Sons of Liberty among other things.

1. Cover Page Common Sense, Subtitle, Join or Die Illustration, your name and your Sons of Liberty Organization
2. Page 2 – 3 This is where you paraphrase/summarize Thomas Paine’s quotations/arguments in your own words.  Please select five of your favorite quotations and create two of your own!  Note minimum of 7 quotations should be presented on pages 2 & 3.
3. Page 4 This is where you create an interview with a famous colonists of your choice that is in favor of American Independence (e.g., John & Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, etc.)
4. Page 5 Create a comic strip or graphic novel that adds to the emotion of your Pamphlet.  Note your choice in regards to what direction, humor or seriousness.
5. Page 6 Create a Sons of Liberty Membership Form for the reader to complete so they can become part of this “Movement”.  You might want to mention requirements, meeting times, what the group does and its goal(s), etc.
We will work on the rough draft today, you will be asked to type your final draft for homework.  In addition, you will provide the finishing touch to your drawings and I encourage all of you to use your creativity!  Please note that the final project will be due on Tuesday, November 12.
Quotations (additional quotes on the reverse side) 

Provided are some of Thomas Paine’s famous quotes… please select your favorite ones.
· "There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the composition of monarchy; it first excludes a man from the means of information, yet empowers him to act in cases where the highest judgment is required." 

· Hereditary succession has no claim. “For all men being originally equals, no one by birth could have the right to set up his own family in perpetual preference to all others for ever, and thought himself might deserve some decent degree of honors of his descendants might be far too unworthy to inherit them.” 

· "Some writers have so confounded society with government, as to leave little or no distinction between them; whereas they are not only different, but have different origins." (Opening Line) 

· "I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments, and common sense . . ." 

· "A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right, and raises at first a formidable outcry in defense of custom." 

· "Society is produced by our wants, and government by wickedness; the former promotes our happiness positively by uniting our affections, the latter negatively by restraining our vices. The one encourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions. The first is a patron, the last a punisher. Society in every state is a blessing, but government even in its best state is but a necessary evil." 

· Uses Bible as reference. "In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology, there were no kings; the consequences of which there were no wars; it is the pride of kings which throws mankind into confusion." 

· "Time makes more converts than reason." (the Introduction) 

· "Every thing that is right or natural pleads for separation. The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, 'tis time to part." 

· "Government by Kings was first introduced into the world by the heathens, from whom the children of Israel copied the custom. It was most prosperous invention the Devil ever set on foot for the promotion of idolatry." 

· "But where says some is the king of America? I'll tell you friend, he reigns above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the royal brute of Britain. ... so far as we approve of monarchy, that in America the law is king." 

· "O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not only the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia, and Africa, have long expelled her--Europe regards her like a stranger, and England hath given her warning to depart. O! receive the fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for mankind." 

· ". . . have every opportunity and every encouragement before us, to form the noblest purest constitution on the face of the earth. We have it in our power to begin the world over again. A situation, similar to the present, hath not happened since the days of Noah until now. The birthday of a new world is at hand, and a race of men, perhaps as numerous as all Europe contains, are to receive their portion of freedom from the event of a few months." 

· "Wherefore, since nothing but blows will do, for God's sake, let us come to a final separation." 

· "Small islands not capable of protecting themselves are the proper objects for kingdoms to take under their care; but there is something very absurd in supposing a continent to be perpetually governed by an island." 

