Paragraph Structure

Practice #1

Directions: Students must read and identify the following components of an expository paragraph:

· Topic Sentence



Single Underline

· Supporting Detail



Bracket [
]

· Explanation




Circle

· Concluding Sentence



Double Underline

Elephants are amazing creatures. They are the largest land animal. The African elephant can reach heights of 11 feet and weigh 14,000 pounds. Their great size dissuades a great many natural predators from attempting to harm them. Another interesting feature of the elephant is their trunks. Besides being used for breathing and smelling the trunk is also used as an appendage, much like an arm or hand.  Elephants are capable of pulling up to three gallons of water into the trunk to be sprayed into the mouth for drinking or onto the back for bathing.  They also use two fingerlike projections that are at the tip of the trunk to manipulate small objects and to pluck grasses for food. Lastly, elephants are lightly covered with bristle-like hair. Although the fact that elephants have hair does not seem that amazing, their hair is essential to their well-being. Their hair keeps the material from mud and dirt baths in place, helping to protect the elephant from sunburn and insects.  The various features of elephants demonstrate why these animals have fascinated humans since their discovery. 

