World History Final Exam Review – Semester 2

World War I

1. What were the four main causes of WWI?  Define each.

2. Which European country had the largest empire at the start of WWI?

3. Who initiated the alliance system in Europe during the late 19th century?

4. Who made up the Triple Entente and Triple Alliance?  What Triple Alliance country did not join the Central Powers and why?

5. Who was the “sick man of Europe”?

6. What was the spark that started WWI?  Where did this happen?

7. What was Austria-Hungary’s ultimatum?

8. What country declared war first at the start of WWI?

9. How did the alliance system prior to WWI lead to WWI?

10. Who made up the Allied Powers and Central Powers?

11. What was the purpose of the Schlieffen plan?  How would it work?  Why did it fail?  

12. What was trench warfare?  What kind of war did it create?

13. What is a war of attrition?  

14. Why was there almost no territorial change on the Western Front during WWI?

15. What is a total war?  Why was this the case during WWI?  What is rationing?

16. What is war propaganda and how was it used during WWI?

17. What was the Armenian Genocide?

18. What is unrestricted submarine warfare?

19. Who was Arthur Zimmermann?

20. What gamble was Germany willing to take in regard to the United States in early 1917?

21. Why did the US join WWI?  What country was at fault?  Did Mexico actually take action?

22. What were the Fourteen Points?

23. What countries were created after WWI?

24. What countries gained territory after WWI?

25. What countries disappeared after WWI?

26. What area did Germany demilitarize after WWI?

27. Who was blamed for WWI?  What was this article called in the Treaty of Versailles?

28. What was the League of Nations?  Did the US join?  Why or why not?

29. How did WWI affect women?

Russian Revolution, Between the Wars, Rise of Totalitarianism

1. How did WWI affect the economy of Europe in the 1920s?

2. Who was Karl Marx?  What did he write?  How did his ideas affect the future Soviet Union?

3. What was Bloody Sunday?  Why did it occur?  What were the results?

4. What did Russia change it’s name to after the Russian Civil War?

5. How did Lenin come to power?  How did Stalin come to power?

6. What was Mein Kampf?  What were the main ideas?

7. How was fascism and communism similar?

8. What were the major characteristics of totalitarianism?

World War II

1. Who led Japan during WWII?  What territory did Japan first invade in 1931?  What did they name it?  

2. What act of genocide did the Japanese commit in 1937 against the Chinese people?

3. When did Germany remilitarize the Rhineland?

4. What territory did Germany gain in spring 1938? 

5. What is the policy of appeasement?  What were the examples of appeasement during the 1930s?

6. From what country did Hitler desire territory in September 1938?

7. What was the August non-Aggression Pact?  What were the secret and non-secret parts?  How did other countries react?
8. What country did Germany invade in September 1939? 

9. How was this acquisition of the above country different from how the territory was acquired in spring 1938?

10. What happened on in Western Europe between September 3, 1938 and May 1940?  What was it called?

11. How was France divided after the fall of Paris in June 1940?  Why?

12. Who made up the Allied Powers and Axis Powers?

13. What occurred on June 6, 1944?  Why was this important to Stalin?

14. What were the turning point battles of WWII in each theater of action (Europe: East and West, Pacific)?

15. Why did the Germans fail to conquer the Soviet Union?

16. What was determined at the Yalta and Potsdam conferences?  How was the leadership different at the two meetings?

Cold War

1. What cooperative international organization was created as a result of WWII?  What organization did it replace?

2. What territory did Stalin want to do with Eastern Europe after WWII and why?

3. What was the Marshall Plan?  What kind of aid did it provide?  Why did the US provide this aid?

4. What was the policy of containment and how did the US justify it in Southeast Asia?

5. What were NATO and the Warsaw Pact?  When were they created and why?

6. What was de-Stalinization?  Who initiated it in the 1950s?

7. What was the space race, and who started it?

8. Why did the US get involved in Vietnam?

9. What kind of leadership did Gandhi provide for Indians?  What was this called?

10. Why was India divided in 1947?  What was the term relating to this division?

11. What was brinkmanship?  What was an example of it?

12. What event in 1962 almost led to nuclear war?  What was this an example of?  Who were the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union during this time?

13. What was the Prague Spring and how did it affect Czechoslovakia?

14. What was the policy of détente?

15. What was the 1972 SALT agreement?

Holocaust 

1. What are pogroms?  Which one occurred in November 1938? Where?

2. What were the transitioning events of the First Solution, Second Solution to the Final Solution?
3. What was the “Final Solution”?

4. What occurs at concentration camps? Death camps?

5. What were some of the 6 death/extermination camps established by the Nazis in Poland?

6. What were the Nuremberg Trials?  What was the outcome?

Fall of Communism

What characterizes typical communist countries?

What was the Solidarity movement?  In what country did it take place?

Who was the Soviet leader who initiated democratic reforms in the 1980s?

How did he change the Soviet Union’s foreign policy in the late 1980s?

What is glasnost?  What were various results?

What was the goal of perestroika? 

Why would having a strong economy be important for democracy?

Who was Vaclav Havel?  What role did he play in the Prague Spring of 1968 and then, after the fall of communism in Czechoslovakia?

Which European country was the first to get rid of communism?  How?

What event occurred on November 9, 1989?  What was the result less than 1 year later?  Why did this event worry the other countries in Europe?

Who was “kidnapped” (attempted coup) by hard-line Soviet leaders in the summer of 1991? Why?  What were the various results? Who became popular in Russia as a result of this event?  Why?  What did he become the first for the Russian Republic?

How did communism affect Yugoslavia?  What was the result after the death of Josep Tito?  Why?

How did Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia break up?  In what way was the break up different?  Similar?

What is ethnic cleansing, and where did this occur in the Balkans during the 1990s?  Who did it affect?

