Westerberg, English 5-6 H

Spoon River Anthology Epitaphs

Objective: Utilizing the prewriting, writing, and editing/revision process, students will write a fictitious anthology of confessional monologues through post-grave epitaphs. They will then create a small graveyard community by interaction with other student writers, tying their stories together in groups of three's and four's. The final product should emulate Edgar Lee Masters' Spoon River Anthology.

Step 1: From the list below, select one of Master’s poems about a deceased citizen of Spoon River.  Read the poem and conduct a personal, close reading to fully comprehend the poem’s meaning and detail.  You can find and print your poem at spoonriveranthology.net.  You will present the poem to the class on _________.

1. Ollie McGee, p. 26
2. Fletcher McGee, p. 27
3. Amanda Barker, p. 31.
4. Constance Hatley, p. 32
5. Reuben Pantier, p. 39
6. Emily Sparks, p. 40
7. Trainor, the Druggist, p. 41
8. Minerva Jones, p. 44
9. Doctor Meyers, p. 46
10. Mrs. Meyers, p. 47
11. Butch Weldy, p. 48
12. Julia Miller, p. 59
13. Charlie French, p. 61
14. Harold Arnett, p. 69
15. Lois Spears, p. 74
16. Justice Arnett, p. 75 (Butch Weldy)
17. Cooney Potter, p. 82
18. William and Emily, p. 95
19. Nancy Knapp, p. 99
20. Barney Hainsfeather, p. 108
21. Mrs. George Reece, p. 112
22. Rev. Abner Peet, p. 115
23. Judge Selah Lively, p. 117
24. Albert Schirding, p. 118
25. Jonas Keene, p. 119
26. Elsa Wertman, p. 132
27. Hamilton Greene, p. 133

Step 2:  Create a fictional character from the list of questions and attributes below:

name, use your initials as the character’s initials; cause of death; age at death; where, when, how, and by whom corpse was found; marital status; number of children; spouse; pets; bad qualities; good qualities; most memorable occasion; most upsetting occasion; biggest regret; current post-grave attitude; things accomplished; things desired; and advice to the living.  You will present your character’s information in class on_________.

Step 3: After presenting your character’s information, we will interweave characters as a class in order to create the story of our fictional town.  You may have to modify some of the details of your character in order to make this work.

Step 4: Create, in the style of Edgar Lee Masters, an original poem for your character that includes all of the necessary information from step 2.  Your poem is due in class on ____________.

Assessment: See Rubric.
Original Lesson by Connie Jonette, Stratford U.S.D.
