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Guilt

Guilt rides on his borse
Like a weary soldier,
Sharpening his sword
and looking for a war,
Ready to make anyone's cause his own,
Then, when there is no war
And no one needs him anymore,
He wanders in circles
wondering who he is.
Finally he dismounts
And puts his sword away,
Feeling bad again
Because he forgot to thank his horse.

James Kavanaugh

1.What human characteristics is guilt given in James Kavanaugh's poem?

2. Do you think Kavanaugh's description of guilt is an accurate one? Explain your answer.
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Proud Words

Look out how you use proud words.

When you let proud words go, it is not easy to call them back.

They wear long boots, hard boots, they walk off proud; they can't
hear you calling—

Look out how you use proud words.

Carl Sandburg

Carl Sandburg's poem, "Proud Words," is an example of personification of an abstract idea.
1. What human characteristic is personified in this poem? Is it an accurate description? Explain.

2. Write a short poem in which you personify an abstract concept such as freedom, loyalty, anger,
or jealousy.
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