LANGUAGE ARTS III

Native American Unit Test

Study Guide
1. NATIVE AMERICAN LITERATURE (pg. 20-22 & Unit 1A Survey)

· Pictographic writing

· Oral tradition

· Believed in harmony with natural world

· Believed in a balance of good and evil

· Myths: i.e. “The World on the Turtle’s Back,” “Origin of Death” **

· Tales of Tricksters and Heroes: i.e. “The Hero Twins,” “Old Man Coyote and the Rock” **

· Ritual Songs and Chants

2. “THE WORLD ON THE TURTLE’S BACK” (p.25)

· What things in nature are explained in the story? (what is created?)

· How does it relate to other creation stories/myths?

· How does the story instill awe? (what supernatural/magical elements does it have?)

· What do the twins represent?

3. GROUP INTERPRETATION MYTHS (i.e. “Awi Usdi, The Little Deer”):

· What type of story is each—origin myth or trickster tale?  How do you know? (definitions of each—origin myth and trickster tale—are in the book)

· Know the major plot points of the various myths.
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