Reader’s Workshop Project List

Please choose and complete one of the following projects. Your work is due, typed, Monday January 23rd 

1. It Could’ve Happened But It Didn’t: write a scene for your book which could have happened, but didn’t. After you have written the scene, explain how it would have changed the outcome of the book. The scene should be 1.5-2 pages long.

2. A Different Kind of Picture Book: Create an artist’s portfolio of four to six drawings of important scenes from your book. Each picture must have a quote of three to five lines from the book followed by a summary explanation of what the scene shows and how it fits in the story.
3. Interview a character from your book. Write at least ten questions and answers that will give the character the opportunity to discuss his/her thoughts and feelings about his/her role in the story. 

4. Imagine that you are the author of the book you have just read. Suddenly the book becomes a best seller. Write a letter to a movie producer trying to get that person interested in making your book into a movie. Explain why the story, characters, conflicts, etc., would make a good film. Suggest a filming location and the actors to play the various roles. YOU MAY ONLY USE BOOKS WHICH HAVE NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE INTO MOVIES.
5. Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article, cover the weather in another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another. Include an editorial and a collection of ads that would be pertinent to the story.
6. Make a collage or poster for your book. For each element that you include you must write a sentence by it explaining its relevance.  The poster should reflect main events, themes, characters, setting, etc. 

7. If the book you read involves a number of locations within a country or geographical area, plot the events of the story on a map. Make sure the map is large enough for us to read the main events clearly. Attach a legend to your map. Write a paragraph that explains the importance of each event indicated on the your map.
8. In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield describes a good book as one that "when you’re done reading it, you wish the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it." Imagine that the author of the book you read is a terrific friend of yours. Write out an imaginary telephone conversation between the two of you in which you discuss the book you read and other things as well. 1.5-2 pages.

