Westerberg, English 1-2 CP

OEDIPUS


Vocabulary

· Tragedy: an imitation of a serious action which will arouse pity and fear in the viewer.

· Tragic hero: a character, usually of high birth, neither totally good nor totally evil, whose downfall is brought about by some weakness or error in judgment.

· Hamartia: a tragic flaw, weakness of character or error in judgment, which causes the downfall of the hero.

· Hubris: arrogance or overweening pride which causes the hero’s transgression against the gods; usually, the tragic flaw.

· Anagnorisis: recognition or discovery on the part of the hero; change from ignorance to knowledge.

· Peripeteia: reversal of fortune.

· Nemesis: fate that cannot be escaped.

· Catharsis: release of emotions of pity and fear that leaves the viewer both relieved and elated.

· Strophe: a turn; the chanting of the Chorus as it moves to the left.

· Antistrophe: counterturn; Chorus chanting as it moves to the right.

· Episode: a section of the play between Choral songs.
· Exodus: the end of the play.

Vocabulary from the Prologue:
· Throng

· Elegiac

· Palls

· Beseech

· Decimate

· Omnipotent

· Suppliant

· Consummate

· Enthrall

· Prowess

· Buoyancy

· Treble

· Covenant

· Hilt

· Effulgent

· Chaplets

· Mandate

· Batten
· Piety

· Ode

