A Dream Deferred

by Langston Hughes
What happens to a dream deferred?
1
Does it dry up 
like a raisin in the sun?

3 
Or fester like a sore-- 
And then run? 



5
Does it stink like rotten meat? 
Or crust and sugar over-- 

7

like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 


9
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?


11


In Langston Hughes’s poem “A Dream Deferred,” the speaker points out the important theme of how painful it is to take someone’s dream away. “Does it dry up/ like a raisin in the sun? Or fester like a sore—" Here, the speaker describes how a stolen dream can be like a “raising in the sun” or a “sore.”  He uses a series of similes to make this comparison. He points out the pain of seeing a dream vanish when he refers to how it can “fester like a sore.” Like a sore that is infected, swollen, and constantly causing pain, a dream that is stolen can cause constant emotional pain in the person the dream has been stolen from. The speaker further describes the vanishing dream when he adds, “Maybe it just sags/ like a heavy load.” He again uses a simile to describe how a disappearing dream is like something heavy and burdensome. The words “sag” and “heavy load” paint a picture of someone who is weighed down and exhausted because of the burden he or she is carrying. In this case, the speaker is comparing the pain of losing a dream to the pain of having to carry something heavy. “Or does it explode?” In this line, the speaker uses hyperbolic language to emphasize the consequences of what might happen when someone is not able to achieve their dream. When the speaker uses the word “explode,” this word serves as a warning to all as it implies a revolt or act of revenge the person whose dream has been stolen may take. It also suggests the painful pressure the person has gone through that would cause him to burst. Thus, the speaker successfully reveals the painful cost of seeing a dream vanish and the painful consequences those who steal these dreams may have to pay. 
