CHAPTER 39 QUESTIONS

1. What immediate difficulties did the U.S. economy face just after World War II ended?  (P.880)

2. What were the restrictions requirements placed on labor per the Taft-Hartley Act   (P.880-881)

3. How did the veteran’s Administration help returning soldiers?  (P.881)

4. What new luxuries defined success in the post war years?  (P.882)

5. How did women benefit from the country’s new prosperity?  (P.882)

6. What role did controlling oil play in controlling the global economy?  (P.883)

7. What role did education play in increased productivity of the American work force?  (P.883)

8. Why did the family farm undergo a sharp decline in the postwar years?  (P.883-884)

9. How significance was California population growth after the war?  (P.884)

10. What negative economic effects did “white flight” out of big cities have?  (P.886)

11. What is meant by the “baby boom?” (P.886)

12. How significant was the population increase as a result of the “ baby boom?”  (P.886)

13. What weaknesses did the Yalta Agreement have, by Pres. Roosevelt’s own admission?  (P.891)

14. Why was Stalin so intent to have friendly government along the Soviet Union’s western borders?  (P.891)

15. What were the early successes of the United Nations?  (P.892)  

16. Why did the UN fail to stop research and development of nuclear/atomic weapons in 1946?  (P.892)

17. What were the charges against and eventual fates of many of Hitler’s to Nazi officials?  (P.892-893) (Nuremberg trials)

18. Why was the term “ Iron Curtain” used to describe the division between east and west Europe after World War II?  (P.893) 

19. What was the eventual fate of west and East Germany?  (P.893)   

20. How did Americans respond to the Soviets’ actions in Berlin? (p. 894)

21. What was meant by the “ containment doctrine?” (p. 895)

22. Why was President Truman so intent on providing aid to Greece and Turkey in 1947? (p. 895) (Truman Doctrine)

23. What problems existed with the Truman Doctrine? (p. 895)

24. What difficulties/ hardships existed in Western Europe after the war? (p. 895)

25. What were the terms of the Marshall Plan and why did congress approve it? (p. 896)

26. What reasons did Pres. Truman have to eagerly recognize and support the new Jewish State of Israel in 1948? (p. 897)

27. What were the roles of the new National Security Council and the CIA? (p. 897)

28. What reasons did the U.S. have for joining the new European defense alliance? (p. 898) (NATO)

29. What promises did NATO members make to each other? (p. 898)

30. How did General MacArthur deal with Japanese war criminals? (p. 899)

31. What became oh China’s government in 1949 and why did Jiang Jieshi lose the support of the Chinese people? (p. 899)

32. Why did the U.S. speed up its development if the Hydrogen Bomb after September 1949? (p. 899)

33. Why did the U.S. and Soviets try to outdo each other with weapons and what was the risk of this nuclear build up? (p. 899-900)

34. Why was there such emphasis placed on “loyalty” of the citizens? (p. 900)

35. What steps did the Federal Government and state government take to ensure the “loyalty” of the citizens? (p. 900)

36. Why was “HUAC” created in 1938? (p. 900)

37. What charges did Sen. Joseph McCarthy first make in 1950? (p. 900-01)

38. Why were the Rosenbergs put to death in 1953? (p. 901)

39. Why were Southern Democrats so opposed to President Truman’s nomination in the 1948 presidential election? (p. 901)

40. How was President Truman able to regain popular support during the campaign of 1948? (p. 902)

41. In the end, why did Pres. Truman win re-election in 1948? (p. 902-03)

42. What role did the U.S. and Soviet Union play in dividing Korea after WWII? (p. 903)

43. What event sparked the Korean War in June 1950? (p. 903)

44. How did the Korean War provide the impetus for increased American military spending and build up? (p. 903) (NSC-68)

45. What was the lasting significance of NSC-68? (p. 903)

46. What was the reaction of the UN to North Korea’s actions? (p. 903-04)

47. Why did General MacArthur continue pushing on into North Korea after N.K. was pushed back behind the 38th parallel? (p. 904)

48. Why did Chinese volunteers join the fighting in November 1950? (p. 904)

49. Why did the American Government decide not to escalate a war against China? (p. 905)

50. Why did Pres. Truman fire General MacArthur in April 1951? (p. 905)

