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Sample Introduction 


In the film, Zoolander, not-so-bright supermodel, Derek Zoolander, wisely says that “perhaps there’s more to this life than being really, really, really, really good looking.” Like Derek Zoolander, people are constantly looking for a deeper sense of fulfillment in their lives, whether it means doing something small such as volunteering at a local soup kitchen or moving to Africa to fight against AIDS. There is an inherent desire in all mankind to know that life is not simply about the self but that there is “something more” out there. Two such films that convey the message that life is not worth living without meaning and purpose are About Schmidt and Bruce Almighty. 
1. What general topic is being addressed in the hook of this introduction? 

2. Which sentence makes the “connection” between the topic and the thesis? 

3. In what way is the thesis the most specific sentence? 

Sample Conclusion 


About Schmidt and Bruce Almighty are both powerful films that speak to humanity about finding purpose in life. Bruce finally realizes how important it is to value the loved ones around him while Warren discovers that life is about helping those around him. People can choose to live life one of two ways. They can decide to live for themselves, or they can decide to live for others. However, as both films suggest, it seems those who live for others are the ones who find true happiness and fulfillment in their lives. 
1. Underline the sentences that reword the main ideas of the essay. 

2. Circle the sentences that provide a “bigger picture” or insight into the general topic.  
3. In what way does the content of this conclusion progress from being about something specific to something general? 
_______________: Quote, question, story, statistic, or other general observation about your general topic 


___________________: the sentences that will lead you from the ______________ to the _________________.


__________________: The part of the introduction that specifically states the __________________ of your essay. Your thesis should include the_______________, ______________, and ______________________. 





_______________ main ideas of essay: reword the main points of the essay including your thesis in 2-3 sentences.


__________________ Sentences: The part of the conclusion that shows reader your feelings or insights about the general topic addressed in essay.  








