"Musée des Beaux Arts" Analysis
Directions:  Read the poem once silently.  Then you may choose to work with a partner or work by yourself when you answer the following questions.
1. Whom does the “they” refer to in line 1?

2. In the third line, what does “its” and “it” refer to?

3. Why do you think Auden mentions the Old Masters? Why would they understand suffering so well? (1-2 sentences)

4. Write down the quote and cite the specific line that says when suffering takes place. What does this mean? (2 sentences)

5. What is the “miraculous birth”? Guess if you’re not sure. 

6. Why would “the aged..passionately (wait) for the miraculous birth”? In other words, what does this mean? (1-2 sentences)

7. Why would some children not want this birth to happen? (lines 7-9) (1-2 sentences)

8. Why do you think Auden includes the detail of children “skating/ On a pond at the edge of the wood”? What is significant about this image? (1-2 sentences)

9. Who is “they” in line 9? (this is tricky)

10. What does “dreadful martyrdom must run its course” (line 10) mean? (1-2 sentences)

11. What do the last three lines of the first stanza mean (lines 11-13)?  Why does Auden mention a “torturer’s horse”?  Why does Auden mention a dog going on “with their doggy life”? (2 sentences)

12. Why does Auden split the poem into two stanzas (sections)? What is the difference between them in content? (1-2 sentences)

13. What do “him” and “it” refer to in line 17?

14. What does Auden mean in line 18 by the line “it was not an important failure”? (1-2 sentences)

15. What might be significant about the sun shining “As it had to on the white legs…” What does he mean by “as it had to”? Why mention “white”? (2 sentences)

16. Why does the ship sail “calmly on”? What is meant by this line? (1-2 sentences)

17. Overall idea of “Musée.” After having discussed the poem for the period, what do you think is its overall idea? Weave 3 quotes. First sentence should be the topic sentence in which you give the overall idea. Next, you should give some detail with quotes and commentary. (4-5 sentences, write your response on an attached sheet of paper)

