MRS. MIRSCH & MS. LUNDY
3P American Literature

2010-2011 Syllabus

CONTACT INFO
EMAIL:

jmirsch@ggusd.us (please allow a 24-hour response time)
slundy@ggusd.us
WEBSITE: http://www.laquintahs.org/index.jsp
Students:


Welcome to my classroom!  I am looking forward to having a productive year with you.  The following course outline and rules are to help you understand my expectations.  Overall, you should know that you will be held accountable for your behavior, class materials, all assignments, and your grade.

English 3P is a survey of American Literature from its foundations to the present. We will read both fiction and nonfiction from various historical periods. We will also cover writing strategies and the writing process in order to complete four major essay assignments during the year. Additionally, we will work on improving your vocabulary and grammar. This class will focus on making you a more effective reader, writer, speaker and thinker. Please attempt to be engaged and participate in class. This is what makes it fun and interesting!
GENERAL Course outline

Quarter 1

Chapter 1: Encounters and Foundations

Chapter 2: American Romanticism

· Novel Connections: 

Scarlet Letter


Nathaniel Hawthorne

· Grammar: parts of speech, parts of a sentence, the phrase, the clause
· Writing Applications: analyzing non-fiction
Quarter 2

Chapter 3: American Masters: Whitman & Dickinson

Chapter 4: The Rise of Realism
· Novel Connections:

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Mark Twain

· Grammar: agreement, pronouns, clear reference, verbs
· Writing Applications: argumentative

Quarter 3

Chapter 5: The Moderns

Chapter 6: Contemporary Literature (1939-present)

CST test prep

· Novel Connections:
The Great Gatsby


F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Grammar: modifying, glossary of usage, capitalization, punctuation

· Writing Applications: historical research (synthesis), DWA (Persuasive)
Quarter 4

Chapter 6 continued

CST prep continued (April – May)

Holt Review

· Novel Connections:

TBA

· Grammar: spelling, combining & improving sentences, writing clear sentences

· Writing Applications: TBA
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS & Policies
Classroom Expectations for Citizenship & Work Habits Grades (O, S, N, U) 

(School Rules and *consequences will be enforced as well)
1. We will come to class on time, prepared, ready to learn, and *participate!

This means that paper, pens, and books should be brought to class every day along with assignments. Students will not be permitted to leave class to go to their lockers without being marked tardy. Additionally, all work is completed before entering the classroom.

2. We will respect and support ourselves and each other.

Respect each other, teacher, self, as well as school, personal, and community property. 

3. We will make positive contributions to our class.

Students are expected to take an active role in their education and in classroom discussions. 

4. We will only bring to class what belongs in our class. 

This means food, gum, drinks (water is OK), electronic devices, makeup, and gossip should not be brought into the classroom. Teasing, cussing, discriminatory or derogatory comments, and other threatening behavior will not be tolerated. The school cell phone policy will be enforced. Any cell phones out or in use during class will be confiscated and given to a school administrator; parents will need to retrieve the device. If you have a cell phone out before, during, or after a test/quiz, you will receive a “0” for that test/quiz.

*Class Participation

It is essential to have a safe and respectful intellectual community where everyone’s voice is valued, so please join in this effort. If you are quiet, learn to speak more often; if you are a frequent speaker, encourage others to contribute. The best classes are those where discussion is safe, where it is acceptable to agree or disagree, but most of all, the best classes include students in the learning experience. Do your homework and come to class prepared with your appropriate materials to participate. 

*CONSEQUENCES:

Breaking any of these rules can / will lead to the following:

1. Verbal warning
2. Detention (15min, 30 min)
3. Phone call home
4. Referral
Assignment Policies
1. Students are responsible for all class work, homework, and missed work.

2. If a student does not turn-in an assignment on time or on the assigned due date, that student will fill out a missed assignment form for the teacher’s records.

3. No late work will be accepted (excluding excused absences). Please see the summative assessment category below for exceptions.

MISSED WORK:

1. THE MAKE-UP FOLDER:  The folder will include a description of daily in-class work, homework assignments, and extra copies of any materials handed out in class. The make-up folder may be merged with the website!
2. AFTER AN ABSENCE:  The student is responsible for copying down the daily description in the make-up folder after each day of absence.  Any materials handed out on the day missed should be collected from the folder and/or teacher as well.  In-class and/or homework assignments are due the following day after the student returns to class (exceptions will be made for extended absences or specific assignments).

3. The make-up folder and any questions regarding the missed work need to be taken care of before or after class.

4. As a general rule, missed tests and/or other assignments that were completed in-class need to be scheduled with the teacher on an individual basis.

ENGLISH DEPT. GRADING POLICY

· Class grades will be weighted in the following manner: 

Practice work


5%

Formative Assessments
              35%

Summative Assessments   
60%

· Practice work can include homework, class work, etc.

· Formative Assessments can include class work, notes/notebook, independent or group work, presentations, quizzes, etc.
· Summative Assessments can include projects, final essays, presentations, tests, etc. Please note that summative assessments count as more than half of your grade and will significantly impact your final grade in the event of a low score. In consideration of the weight of this category, the English department allows some summative (mainly in the form of final draft essays) to be turned in no later than 7 days after the original due date for 50% of the grade earned on the assignment.
HALL PASSES!
We will adhere to the school’s new hall pass policy. Every student will use his/her planner a hall pass. The planner has a designated section to log your hall passes for every class. You must bring your planner with you every day, otherwise, you may not be allowed to leave the classroom! The school requires that you print your name at the top of the hall pass page in your planner.
*****print & return*****

I have read, I understand, and I agree to abide by Mrs. Mirsch’s grading policies, classroom rules, procedures, and expectations, including the late and make-up work policies, cell phone policies, and consequences for cheating/plagiarizing. This student/ parent /teacher contract is valid for the entire 2010-2011 school year.

____________________________________________________ 
__________________________   

Please Print Student Name





Student ID #

Phone #
________________________ E-mail: ______________________________Course__​​_______​​​​__
_______________________________________
______
    ________________
   __________________
Student Signature





Period #

Date



________________________________      _________________ 

_____
_____________
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