Poetry Recitation

As a part of our study of poetry, you will be asked to recite by memory a poem by a major American poet. Your presentations will include a brief introduction to the poem, including the title of the poem (theme, overview of narrative) and information about figurative language used. Be sure to bring a copy of the poem stapled behind this sheet to give to Mrs. Davidson on the day you recite.

Example of an introduction: “Today I will be reciting part I of Edgar Allen Poe’s four part poem, “The Bells.” Considered one of the greatest American Romantic poets, Poe liked to create imaginative poems that merged emotion and atmosphere. In this poem, Poe describes the emotions and experiences he associates with the sounds of various bells. In part one, he describes the happy, carefree sounds of silver bells. Listen for Poe’s use of onomatopoeia. He carefully selected words that would recreate for his audience the sound of these silver bells.

Limitations: Poem must be at least 12 lines long, and must be a major American poet.

Suggested Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Edgar Lee Masters, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Robert Frost, John Crowe Robinson, Robinson Jeffers, James Weldon Johnson, Claude McKay, Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Williams, Marianne Moore, Carl Sandburg, e.e. Cummings, T.S. Eliot, and Wallace Steven. If you choose another poet, please have you teacher approve your selection before you memorize the poem.

Rubric

Introduction

______/10


Name of poet and title of poem


Background or overview about the poem


Explanation of figurative language

Oral Presentation
______/25


Accuracy of recitation


Eye contact, poise


Vocal level appropriate


Appropriate reading of poem (marking punctuation with pauses)

Total Points ______________/35

Letter Grade ________

