CCUSD-Culver City Middle School

8th grade Language Arts Course Description and Expectations- 2014/2015

Ms. Annette Verge Stopka

E-mail: Annetteverge@ccusd.org
Phone: (310) 842-4200 ext. 5222

Course Overview
In eighth grade English Language Arts we continue to work on reading, writing, speaking, listening and language development.  We have fully transitioned to the Common Core standards, which places greater emphasis on reading and analyzing nonfiction, though we will continue working on reading and analyzing fiction both to increase our skills and for the love of the written language.  Our written work will be organized around three major units: narrative, informative, and argumentative.  We will work on ensuring that our writing is well organized and addresses the forms of each of these genres.  Additionally, we will continue our study of the conventions of the English language.  We will also focus on being able to clearly express ourselves in formal and informal settings as well as developing better listening skills.

 Objectives:
1. Students will read and analyze texts from a variety of genres.

2. Students will continue to develop their listening, discussion, and speaking skills. 

3. Students will complete a wide variety of clear and well organized writing assignments.

4. Students will show their understanding of the conventions of the English language through spelling and vocabulary development.
Texts:


Holt – Literature and Language Arts-Second Course
Lord of the Flies (scholars)

The House on Mango Street

The Giver

The Diary of Anne Frank

Three free choice novels including a biography of an influential American.

Language Arts Materials List

Students must have the following items in class EVERY period:

· Time Tracker (this will be given to students on the 1st day of school)

· Three ring binder with three dividers (A single 2” - 2½” binder, with dividers. Binder can be used for all of your classes) 

· Three hole, loose-leaf, lined paper in the three ring binder

· Optional Composition notebook (preferably not a spiral notebook) 

· Writing utensils - at least five pencils (sharpened at all times), two blue/black pens and two red pens, and any color highlighter

· Two-pocket/3-hole punched  folder labeled as “Homework Folder” (this can also be used for all classes)

· Completed homework assignment(s)

· Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) book (required in all of my periods).

(If you have trouble getting the materials mentioned above please see Ms. Verge Stopka)

Grading:
Work Habits grade is based on completing all assignments on time, bringing all necessary materials to class, writing assignments in your Time Tracker and actively participating in classroom activities.

Citizenship grade is based on respect and responsibility. Every student is expected to: work cooperatively in class, observe school and classroom rules, treat others with respect, and be on time

Grading Categories

	Category
	Percent of Grade
	Description

	Class work
	20%
	Students  start and/or complete a lot of work in class.  This includes ”Bellwork” and any assignments, notes, or projects that we do in class.

	Homework
	10%
	Homework supports the work that we do in class. It is essential that students complete homework. Please see homework policy below. 
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	Essays, Projects and Independent Reading
	35%
	Essays and responding to literature play key roles in the Language Arts curriculum. Also, reading is an important part of L.A. Students are expected to read independently on a daily basis and  will be required to respond to their novels in various ways.

	Tests/Quizzes
	25%
	Tests and quizzes help evaluate strengths and areas for improvement. It’s also a great way to monitor understanding and growth.

	Presentations and Participation
	10%
	Speaking and listening are a major component or Language Arts, and both participation and presentation address this area.  This includes formal presentations, informal presentations, engaging in whole class discussion, paired work and small group work.


Grading cont.: Grades may be found at the Parent Portal on our CCMS website.
The grading scale is as follows:

A = 94 - 100%

A- = 90- 93%

B+ = 87- 89%

B   =84- 86%

B- = 80 -83%

C+ = 77-79%

C   = 74- 76%

C- = 70 -73 %

D+ = 67-69%

D = 64-66%

D- = 60 - 63%

F = 59% or below

Homework: All homework will be posted on the board in the classroom, but if you are absent, visit ccms.ccusd.org for daily homework.
Students should expect to receive approximately 30 minutes of homework per night. Homework may include the following: studying for exams, essay process pieces, spelling and vocabulary homework, grammar, reading logs and/or projects. Homework must include the proper heading in the right-hand corner with the student’s first and last name, date, and period. Students are to record the agenda and homework assignments in their time-trackers on a daily basis; this will be a significant part of grade each month.
Homework is assigned regularly, and it must be recorded in the Time Tracker.  

· In the case of an absence and for parents/guardians, the homework is posted online at ccms.ccusd.org –follow these steps:

*on the left side of the screen click on “Homework”

*next click on Language Arts

*then scroll down to Annette Verge Stopka and click on the period you have me

Make-up Work Policy
Absent students
1. Check the Homework website to see what assignments were missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to ask for any necessary handouts. Students have two days for every day they are absent to complete and turn in assignments,

2. Put the assignment in the “make-up work tray” to receive credit. Name, period and date must be on the top right hand corner!!!

Work missed due to school activities
When a student misses class due to an activity (i.e. drama, student court, yearbook, sports, cheerleading, music, field trips, student activities, club activities, etc.) it is the student’s responsibility to turn in the previous day’s assignments prior to leaving for the activity AND to request and complete any additional assignments ON TIME. Students need pre-approved permission of the teacher to be excused. 

Tardy Policy:
Students need to be in their desk ready to work when the bell rings.

3 tardies will result in an N in citizenship; 5 tardies will result in a U grade in citizenship.

Late Work:

Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Each student will be allowed to turn in one late assignment with a parent note/email per semester. If you do not need to submit a late assignment with a parent note/email, you will earn 50 extra credit points at the end of the semester.
Behavior:
Be Prepared. Bring all assignments, materials, and your CCMS organized binder to class every day. All work must be done in blue or black ink only.

Be Respectful.  Respect the property of the school, teacher and other students. Obey all school rules.  Be in your seat and ready to work before the tardy bell rings. 

3 tardies will result in a N in citizenship; 5 tardies will result in a U in citizenship.

Be Productive. Complete your class work and assignments daily. Do not waste time drawing, putting on make-up, staring outside, “packing up,” etc.
Extra Help:
 I am available upon request after school for additional help.  Students are encouraged and expected to seek my help if they are struggling with any course content. I look forward to a successful school year. Please contact me with any questions or concerns at Annetteverge@ccusd.org
Please keep this Language Arts Course Description in your binder!

I have read and I understand the expectations in Ms. Verge Stopka’s Language Arts class. I agree to abide by the classroom rules. I am aware that grades may be viewed at the parent portal 24 hours a day! 
*STUDENT’S NAME: _________________________________           PERIOD: _____

                                         (print)

Student signature ______________________________________________________________

                                             (cursive; 1st & last name)

*Parent/guardian NAME: _______________________________________________________           

                                         (please print)

Parent/guardian signature________________________________________________________

Best phone # to reach parent/guardian – 
_______________________________________________

Best email to reach parent/guardian 
_______________________________________________

