Unit One: Origins of U.S. Government
CIVICS

Unit Standards:
12.9 Students analyze the origins, characteristics, and development of different political systems across time, with emphasis on the quest for political democracy, its advances, and its obstacles. 

3. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of federal, con federal, and unitary systems of government. 

12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. 

3. Explain how the U.S. Constitution reflects a balance between the classical republican concern with promotion of the public good and the classical liberal concern with protecting individual rights; and discuss how the basic premises of liberal constitutionalism and democracy are joined in the Declaration of Independence as "self-evident truths." 

Essential Questions: 

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of federal, con federal, and unitary systems of government? 

2. What are the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy?
Textbook Reading:
Chapter 1.2: Forms of Government

Chapter 1.3: Basic Concepts of Democracy

Chapter. 2.2 The Coming of Independence
Essential Vocabulary Terms: 
1. unitary government: All powers held by the government belong to a single, central agency
2. federal government: The powers of government are divided between a central government and several local governments.
3. confederation: an alliance of independent states.
4. representative democracy: a small group of persons, chosen by the people to act as their representatives.
5. limited government:: government is restricted in what they can do. 
6. popular sovereignty: government can exist only with the consent of the governed
