Pygmalion Essay Prompt

Directions:  Choose ONE of the two prompts below and write a 4-5 paragraph essay.   Use your book to include quotes/paraphrases that support your claim(s). Of course, you need to follow correct citation format. Make sure you write which prompt number you are addressing next to your creative title.  

Please DO NOT skip lines and DO NOT write on the back of the paper.  Use the margins.  Use a blue/black pen only.

Since you have the prompts ahead of time, you may prepare a pre-write on your own for homework if you so choose, but you may NOT use it during the essay. You can, however, spend a few minutes recreating those ideas/notes/thoughts on a separately prepared pre-write before you begin writing your essay in class so I know it is truly your work. 

Also, you may NOT have any pre-written work (such as a rough draft) brought into class or used for the essay on the day you write the essay. You MAY have post-it notes or bookmarks on pages where you plan to cite from the play. 

PLEASE BRING A COPY OF THIS PROMPT PAPER SO THAT YOU CAN REFER TO IT AS YOU WRITE YOUR ESSAY.

1. Theme of Appearances and Reality

Writing Situation:

Pygmalion examines this theme primarily through the character of Liza, and the issue of personal identity (as perceived by oneself or by others). Social roles in the Victorian era were viewed as natural and largely fixed: there was perceived to be something inherently, fundamentally unique about a noble versus an unskilled laborer and vice versa. Liza's ability to fool society about her "real" identity raises questions about

appearances. The importance of appearance and reality to the theme of Pygmalion is suggested by Liza's famous observation: "You see, really and truly, apart from the things anyone can pick up (the dressing and the proper way of speaking, and so on), the difference between a lady and a flower girl is not how she behaves, but how she's treated."


Writing Directions:

Write an essay that discusses and explains Liza’s quote above in relationship to the theme of appearances and reality in Pygmalion. How do appearances influence people? How does one’s own perception of oneself affect how s/he sees him/herself? Also, how do the perceptions of others affect how one sees him/herself?


2. Theme of Change and Transformation

Writing Situation:

The transformation of Liza is, of course, central to the plot and theme of Pygmalion. The importance at first appears to rest in the power Higgins expresses by achieving this transformation. "But you have no idea," he says, "how frightfully interesting it is to take a human being and change her into a quite different human being by creating a new speech for her. It's filling up the deepest gulf that separates class from class and soul from soul." As the play unfolds, however, the focus shifts so that the effects of the change upon Liza become central. 

Writing Directions:

Write an essay that explains and discusses how the truly important transformation Liza goes through is not the adoption of refined speech and manners but the learning of independence and a sense of inner self-worth that allows her to leave Higgins.
