SAT: List 1
aberration (n)  deviation from what is correct or right

abstemious (adj) sparing in use of food or drink; moderate

accolade (n) embrace; award; commendation

acrimonious (adj) sarcastic; caustics; angry; mordant

acute (adj) 1. perceptive
2. excruciating

adherent (n) believer; supporter; devotee

admonish (v) caution; reprove mildly; reprimand

adulation (n) excessive flattery; adoration; idolization

advocate (v) 1. argue for a cause; defend; 2. support; uphold

aggrandize (v) make more powerful; amplify; 
increase.
SAT: List 2
altruistic (adj) concerned about the general welfare of others
ambulatory (adj) able to walk; not stationary
amiable (adj )cordial; of pleasant disposition; friendly.
animate (v) Energize; enliven.
antediluvian (adj) ancient; antiquated; obsolete.
apathy (n) lack of concern, emotion or interest; indifferent.
apocryphal (adj) false; unauthenticated; disputed.
appease (v) satisfy; make peace; placate.
arable (adj) suitable for cultivation or plowing.
ascetic (adj) strict; austere.
SAT: List 3
atrophy (v) waste away from lack of use; degenerate.
authoritarian (n)- person who acts like a dictator; tyrant.
aviary (n)- large enclosure confining birds.
avow(v) affirm; assert; declare; acknowledge.
bane(n) deadly affliction; curse; plague.
barren(adj) infertile; impotent.
belated(adj) tardy; overdue.
belittle(v) humiliate; tease; diminish in importance.
bemused (adj) preoccupied by thought; bewildered; perplexed.
blandishment (n) flattery, cajolery; enticement
SAT: List 4

blithe (adj) happy; pleased; delighted.
boorish (adj) ill-mannered; rude; gauche

broach (v) introduce (a subject); bring up; mention.
bungle (v) botch; ruin; mismanage; spoil

cacophonous (adj) discordant; dissident; harsh (sounding)

candid (adj) frank; blunt; open
cease (v) stop; end; halt

censorious (adj) critical; attacking; denouncing

chary (adj) careful; cautious

cherubic (adj) sweet; kind; innocent
SAT: List 5

chronic (adj)  compulsive; typical; habitual; inveterate

circuitous (adj) indirect; roundabout; rambling

clandestine (adj)  furtive; surreptitious; secret

cloister (n) convent; monastery; religious place

coalesce (v) combine; incorporate; merge

coercion (n) intimidation; duress; force; compulsion

commensurate (adj) equal in measure; of the same duration or size

concomitant (adj) concurrent; attendant; occurring with something else

confluence (n)  nexus; union; meeting; conflux

conglomerate (n) Corporation; partnership; firm

SAT: List 6

constrict (v) Squeeze; pinch; obstruct; block

contrite (adj) Penitent; apologetic; remorseful.
convoke (verb) convene: assemble.

corpulence (noun) Stoutness: obesity.

crass (adj) Vulgar, grossly ignorant; indelicate
cryptic (adj) enigmatic; obscure; secret; puzzling.

curmudgeon (noun) Cantankerous person.

dawdle (verb) Procrastinate; loiter; idle; dally

debased (adj) Lowered in status or character: degenerate.
declivity (noun) Downward slope

SAT: List 7

delectable (adj) Delicious; delightful; savory

delineate (verb) Describe; outline; depict

demagogue (noun) Incendiary; agitator; opportunist

depravity (noun) perverted disposition; wickedness; vileness; corruption

desecrate (verb) Contaminate; profane; defile

desolate (adj) Alone; without hope or comfort; forsaken

despot (noun) Dictator; tyrant; totalitarian 

didactic (adj) Pedantic; academic; for teaching.
dilatory (adj) Lackadaisical; lazy; remiss.

diminution (noun) Decrease; reduction.
SAT: List 8

disapprobation (noun) Dislike; reservation; denunciation.
discontent (adj) Unhappy; displeased; miserable. 
dishearten (v) Dismay; daunt; depress
disoblige (v) Slight or offend.
dispassionate (adj) Imperturbable; unemotional; calm; composed
dissemble (v) Disguise; conceal; mask; camouflage
dissonant (adj) Cacophonous; inharmonious; discordant; strident
distend (v) Bloat, bulge; swell; stretch.
divination (n) Prediction; prophecy; forecast

dotard (n) Senile person.

SAT: List 9

duplicity (n) Cunning; fraud; trickery; deception.
efface (v) Cancel; delete; obliterate.

effigy (n) Mannequin; likeness; image.

egregious (adj) Flagrant; glaring; outrageous.

elucidate (v) Interpret; define; clarify; explain.

emasculate (v) Deprive of strength.

emulate (v) Model; pattern.

engender (v) Generate; produce; cause.
enmesh (v) Tangle or involve.
enthrall (v) Mesmerize; captivate; thrill.
SAT: List 10

ephemeral (adj) Transitory; fleeting; passing; temporary.
epithet (n) Word used to describe or characterize a person or thing.
equivocate (v) Prevaricate; dodge; evade; hedge.
escapade (n) Adventurous conduct; unusual behavior.
espouse (v) Embrace; defend; support.
eulogy (n) Commendation; speech giving great tribute.
evanescent (adj) Ephemeral; fading; brief.
exonerate (v) Acquit; vindicate; free from responsibility.

expatriate (v) Send into exile; renounce one’s own country.

expunge (v) Obliterate; remove; erase; exterminate.

SAT: List 11
extemporaneous (adj) Spontaneous; impromptu.

extradite (v) Transfer a person to another jurisdiction of possible prosecution.

fallible (adj) Faulty; imperfect.

fastidious (adj) Meticulous; exacting.
fatuous (adj) Ludicrous; inane; idiotic; silly.

felicity (n) Great happiness; bliss.

fetter (v) Restrain; restrict; curb.

fledgling (n) Young or inexperienced person; young bird.

florid (adj) Ornate; flushed with rosy color; ruddy.

foible (n) Frailty; imperfection; weakness.

SAT: List 12

fulsome (adj) Loathsome; excessive.

furtive (adj) Clandestine; secretive; surreptitious; convert.

garble (v) Confuse; scramble; distort.

garner (v) Collect; receive; attain; acquire.

goad (v) Incite; pressure; irk; arouse; awaken.

grisly (adj) Frightening; ghastly; gory; hideous.

guile (n) Wiliness; deceit; cunning.
hackneyed (adj) Trite; common; overdone; banal.

hallow (v)  Make holy; consecrate; sanctify.

harbor (v) Preserve; conceal; secure; shelter.

SAT: List 13

haughty (adj) Arrogant; disdainful; blatantly proud; contemptuous

hedge (v) Enclose; surround; fence.

herald (v) Announce; broadcast; report.

hiatus (n) Interruption; pause; gap.

histrionic (adj) Pertaining to actors; melodramatic.

hyperbole (n) Exaggeration; fanciful statement; enhancement.
ignoramus (n) moron; fool; dimwit.

impecunious (adj) Poor; destitute; penniless.

impervious (adj) not permitting passage, impenetrable

impregnable (adj) strong enough to be resistant to attack, invulnerable

SAT: List 14

improvident (adj) Reckless; rash.
inauspicious (adj) Unfavorable.

incipient (adj) Embryonic; developing; in the beginning stages.

inclusive (adj) All-encompassing; broad in scope; comprehensive.

incongruous (adj) Inconsistent; unsuitable; contradictory.
indecorous (adj) inappropriate; indelicate; unseemly.
indenture (n) Contract binding a person to work for another. (an indentured servant)
inebriation (noun) Drunkenness; intoxication

inimical (adj) hurtful; harmful; adverse
inscrutable (adj) mysterious; perplexing 

SAT: List 15

insolvent (adj) bankrupt; unable to pay debts

intonate (verb) speak or utter with a particular tone.

intrinsic (adj) inherent; natural; innate.
inveterate (adj) habitual; chronic
jollity (noun) gaiety; merriment

juncture (noun) joint; seam; intersection; joining

kinetic (adj) caused by motion; dynamic

knotty (adj) snarled; tangled

kudos (noun) credit or praise for an achievement; glory

lachrymose (adj) weepy; tearful

SAT: List 16

lamentation (noun) complaint; moan.
languish (verb) decline; diminish; weaken

lassitude (noun) fatigue; weariness; debility

laxity (noun) carelessness; indifference.
levity (noun) lightness; frivolity; positive atmosphere (humor).

lithe (adj) Flexible; agile; mobile; bendable

ludicrous (adj) Outlandish, silly, ridiculous

maladroit (adj) clumsy, unskilled

malevolent (adj) Venomous, spiteful

marred (adj) Having blemishes, damaged; defaced, spoiled
SAT: List 17

meander (verb) twist, bend, zigzag

meticulous (adj) Precise, scrupulous, particular, exact
mince (verb) chop, mitigate

moribund( adj) Failing, waning, ailing, close to death
multifarious (adj) Diverse, many-sided, multiple  

munificent (adj) Generous, extravagant, philanthrophic

naïve (adj) foolishly simple, childlike

nebulous (adj) unclear, vague, indefinite

nefarious (adj) evil, vile, sinister, wicked

neologism (noun) newly coined phrase or expression

SAT: List 18

noxious (adj) harmful, malignant
obsequious (adj)Servile; groveling

odious (adj) detestable; loathsome; revolting; sickening

opaque (adj) Impenetrable by light; dull; dark; obscure

opulent (adj) Affluent; well-to-do; plentiful
ostracize (verb) Exclude; isolate; bar; shun.  

paragon (noun) Model or standard of excellence

partisan (noun) Fan or supporter; enthusiast supporting a particular cause or issue

paucity (noun) Scarcity; shortage; dearth
pedantic (adj) Stuffy or dogmatic; meticulous; academic; overly concerned with minute details or formalisms, esp. in teaching.
SAT: List 19

pejorative (adj) Degrading; derogatory; negative
perfidy (noun) Deliberate breach of faith or trust; treachery

perspicacious (adj) Astute; keen; perceptive

pique (verb) Irritate; miff; offend
placid (adj) Sincere; tranquil; composed; sedate
platitude (noun) 1. Triteness. 2. Cliché; trivial remark.
pliable (adj) Limber; malleable; flexible
polemical (adj) Controversial; argumentative; debatable
porous (adj) Permeable; absorbent; having holes
precocious (adj) Showing premature development; advanced; mature 

SAT: List 20

prescient (adj) Showing foresight; predicting events before they occur
primordial (adj) Belonging to a primitive age; first in time
procrastinate (verb) postpone; stall; defer
proficient (adj) skillful; masterful; expert

prolific (adj) fruitful; abundant; fertile

protean (adj) taking many forms; changeable; variable

prudent (adj) careful; cautious; judicious

pulchritude (noun) beauty; physical appeal

quagmire (noun) marsh; quicksand; swamp; difficult situation
querulous (adj) difficult; testy; disagreeable

SAT: List 21
quixotic (adj) romantic; whimsical; unrealistic
ramble (verb) meander; roam

rarefy (verb) make thin; purify; make less dense

raze (verb) demolish; level; topple

recalcitrant (adj) headstrong; disobedient; stubborn

reconciliation (noun) settlement or resolution
refractory (adj) unmanageable; obstinate; not responsive to treatment

regimen (noun) administration; government; system

remuneration (n) compensation; wages; reward
reprobate (n) degenerate; person w/o morals

SAT: List 22

rescind (v) cancel; repeal; veto
resonant (adj) reverberant; ringing
restive (adj) nervous; restless; uneasy; impatient
reverent (adj) devout; solemn; worshipful; showing deep respect

rudiment (n) beginning; foundation or source

ruminate (v) contemplate; think about

savant (n) intellectual; scholar; philosopher

scoff (v) mock; ridicule

soporific (adj) hypnotic; lethargic; causing sleep

spurn (v) defy; reject; to turn away cold shoulder; decline

SAT: List 23

stratagem (n) plot; tactic; deception; trickery
strife (n) conflict; turmoil; struggle

supercilious (adj) egotistic; proud; arrogant

surly (adj) choleric; rude; sullen

svelte (adj) graceful; slim

sycophant (n) flatterer

tantamount (adj) indistinguishable; equivalent in effect or value (a request tantamount to a demand.)
tawdry (adj) gaudy; showy; loud

tirade (n) diatribe; angry speech

trepidation (n) anxiety; alarm; apprehension

SAT: List 24

turgid (adj) swollen; bombastic; distended
undulate (v) move in a wavy manner

unkempt (adj) uncombed; messy; untidy

venerate (v) admire; show respect

verbose (adj) wordy; talkative; profuse

viable (adj) living; alive; feasible

vilify (v) defame; denigrate

vitriolic (adj) bitterly hurtful; scathing; caustic (vitriolic criticism)
voluble (adj) verbose; wordy; garrulous

voracious (adj) 1. enthusiastic; overly eager. (voracious reader) 2. starving (voracious appetite)
SAT: List 25
wan (adj) anemic; colorless; pale (“Juan”)
whet (v) stimulate; sharpen; intensify (whet your appetite) 
woe (n) anguish; grief; affliction

xenophobe (n) one who dislikes strangers or foreigners

zealot (n) fanatic; radical; enthusiast
