Old School, by Tobias Wolff- Reading Response #4- Meaning and Style
Now that you have finished reading Old School, by Tobias Wolff, you are able to analyze the writer’s style in the novel and some of the ways in which he develops the meaning of the work as a whole.
For this reading response, consider the style of Tobias Wolff’s novel Old School.  In its largest sense, style is defined as the way in which a literary work is written.  An analysis of a writer’s style includes discussion of the devices the author uses to express his/her thoughts and convey the work’s subject matter.  The message or material that the author communicates (the meaning of the work as a whole), along with how the author chooses to present it, produce an author’s individual style. 
In your writing, first focus on the meaning that the work conveys. To get at the meaning of the work, think about the protagonist’s development throughout the novel, the events that occur surrounding the visits to the school by Frost, Rand and Hemingway, and the story about Dean Makepeace that Mr. Ramsey shares with the narrator at the end of the book.

 Then, discuss how the overall organization of the work, narrative perspective, setting ,and character development contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole..
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