Human Geography Vocabulary Final 
1. Absolute location: The position or place of a certain item on the sur​face of the Earth as expressed in degrees, minutes, and seconds of latitude and longitude.
2. Acculturation: Cultural modification resulting from intercultural bor​rowing. 

3. agglomeration effects: cost advantages that accrue to individual firms because of their location among functionally related activities.

4. agrarian: referring to the culture of agricultural communities and the type of tenure system that determines access to land and the kind of cultivation practices employed there.

5. Agribusiness: Commercial agriculture characterized by inte​gration of different steps in the food-processing industry; usually through ownership by large corporations.

6. Agricultural density: The ratio of the number of farmers to the total amount of land suitable for agriculture.

7. Agricultural revolution: The time when human beings first do​mesticated plants and animals and no longer relied entirely on hunting and gathering.

8. Animism: Belief that objects, such as plants and stones, or nat​ural events, like thunderstorms and earthquakes, have a discrete spirit and conscious life.

9. Arable: Literally, cultivable. Land fit for cultivation by one farming method or another.

10. Balkanization: Process by which a state breaks down through conflicts among its ethnicities.

11. basic functions (basic industries): economic activities that provide income from sales to customers beyond city limits.

12. biotechnology: technique that uses living organisms (or parts of organisms) to make or modify products, to improve plants and animals, or to develop microorganisms for specific uses.

13. Break-of-bulk point: A location where transfer is possible from one mode of transportation to another.

14. carrying capacity: the maximum number of users that can be sustained, over the long term, by a given set of natural resources.

15. Central business district (CBD): The area of the city where retail and office activities are clustered.

16. Central place theory: A theory that explains the distribution of services, based on the fact that settlements serve as centers of market areas for services; larger settlements are fewer and farther apart than smaller settlements and provide services for a larger number of people who are willing to travel farther.

17. centrifugal forces: forces that divide or tend to pull the state apart.

18. Chain migration: Migration of people to a specific location be​cause relatives or members of the same nationality previously migrated there.

19. cognitive images (mental maps): psychological representations of locations that are made up from people’s individual ideas and impressions of these locations.

20. cohort: a group of individuals who share a common temporal demographic experience.

21. colonial city: city that was deliberately established or developed as an administrative or commercial center by colonial or imperial powers.

22. Colonialism: Attempt by one country to establish settlements and to impose its political, economic, and cultural principles in another territory.

23. Columbian Exchange: interaction between the Old World, originating with the voyages of Columbus, and the New World.

24. Commercial agriculture: Agriculture undertaken primarily to generate products for sale off the farm.

25. Commodification: The process through which something is given monetary value. Occurs when a good or idea that previously was not regarded as an object to be bought and sold as turned into something that has a particular price (example: the hula in Hawaii)
26. commodity chain: network of labor and production processes beginning with the extraction or production of raw materials and ending with the delivery of a finished commodity. 

27. Concentration: The spread of something over a given area.

28. Concentric zone model: A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are spatially arranged in a series of rings.

29. Consolidated metropolitan statistical area (CMSA): In the United States, two or more adjacent metropolitan statistical areas with overlapping commuting patterns.

30. Contagious diffusion: The rapid, widespread diffusion of a fea​ture or trend throughout a population.

31. Core-periphery model: A model that describes how economic, po​litical, and/or cultural power is spatially distributed between dominant core regions, and more marginal or dependent semi-peripheral and peripheral regions. The core-periphery model can be applied at a variety of spatial scales.

32. crude density (arithmetic density): total number of people divided by the total land area.

33. cultural landscape: a characteristic and tangible outcome of the complex interactions between a human group and a natural environment.

34. Culture: The body of customary beliefs, social forms, and ma​terial traits that together constitute a group of people’s distinct tradition.

35. Culture region: A region within which common cultural characteris​tics prevail.

36. Demographic transition: The process of change in a society’s population from a condition of high crude birth and death rates and 1ow rate of natural increase to a condition of low crude birth and death rates, low rate of natural increase, and a higher total population.

37. Demography: The scientific study of population characteristics.

38. Dependency ratio: The number of people under the age of 15 and over age 64, compared to the number of people active in the labor force.

39. Desertification: Degradation of land, especially in semiarid areas, primarily because of human actions like excessive crop planting, animal grazing, and tree cutting.

40. Development: A process of improvement in the material con​ditions of people through diffusion of knowledge and technology.

41. Devolution: The process whereby regions within a state demand and gain political strength and growing autonomy at the expense of the central government

42. Dialect: A regional variety of a language distinguished by vo​cabulary, spelling, and pronunciation.

43. Diaspora: a term describing forceful or voluntary dispersal of a people from their homeland to a new place. 

44. Diffusion: The process of spread of a feature or trend from one place to another over time.

45. Distance decay: The diminishing in importance and eventual disappearance of a phenomenon with increasing distance from its origin.

46. Doubling time: The number of years needed to double a pop​ulation, assuming a constant rate of natural increase.

47. economies of scale: cost advantages to manufacturers that accrue from high-volume production, since the average cost of production falls with increasing output.

48. Ecumene: The portion of Earth’s surface occupied by perma​nent human settlement.

49. Edge city: A large node of office and retail activities on the edge of an urban area.

50. Electoral geography: Subfield of geography that deals with various spatial aspects of voting systems, voting behavior, and voter repre​sentation.

51. Emigration:  Migration from a location.

52. Enclave: a piece of territory surrounded by, but not part of, a country. 

53. Environmental determinism: A nineteenth- and early twenti​eth-century approach to the study of geography that argued that the general laws sought by human geographers could be found in the physical sciences. Geography was therefore the study of how the physical environment caused human activities.

54. environmental justice: movement reflecting a growing political consciousness, largely among the world’s poor, that their immediate environs are far more toxic than those in wealthier neighborhoods.

55. Ethnicity: Identity with a group of people that share distinct physical and mental traits as a product of common heredity and cultural traditions.

56. Exclave: a piece of national territory separated from the main body of a country by the territory of another country. 

57. Expansion diffusion: The spread of a feature or trend among people from one area to another in a snowballing process.

58. export-processing zones (EPZs): small areas within which especially favorable investment and trading conditions are created by governments in order to attract export-oriented industries.

59. Folk culture: Culture traditionally practiced by a small, homo​geneous, rural group living in relative isolation from other groups.

60. Forced migration: Permanent movement compelled usually by cultural factors.

61. Fordist production: Form of mass production in which each worker is assigned one specific task to perform repeatedly.

62. foreign direct investment: the total of overseas business investments made by private companies.

63. Fragmented state: A state that includes several discontinuous pieces of territory.

64. Fundamentalism:  Literal interpretation and strict adherence to basic principles of a religion 
65. Gentrification: A process of converting an urban neighborhood from a predominantly low-income renter-occupied area to a pre​dominantly middle-class owner-occupied area.

66. geopolitics: the state’s power to control space or territory and shape the foreign policy of individual states and international political relations.

67. Globalization: Actions or processes that involve the entire world and result in making something worldwide in scope.

68. Green revolution: Rapid diffusion of new agricultural technol​ogy, especially new high-yield seeds and fertilizers.

69. Gross domestic product (GDP): The value of the total out​put of goods and services produced in a country in a given time period (normally one year).

70. hegemony: domination over the world economy, exercised by one national state in a particular historical epoch through a combination of economic, military, financial, and cultural means.

71. Hierarchical diffusion: The spread of a feature or trend from one key person or node of authority or power to other persons or places.

72. hinterland: the sphere of economic influence of a town or city.

73. Immigration: Migration to a new location.

74. Infant mortality rate (IMR): The total number of deaths in a year among infants under one year old for every 1,000 live births in a society.

75. informal sector: economic activities that take place beyond official record, not subject to formalized systems of regulation or remuneration.

76. infrastructure (or fixed social capital): the underlying framework of services and amenities needed to facilitate productive activity.

77. Intensive subsistence agriculture: A form of subsistence agri​culture in which farmers must expend a relatively large amount of effort to produce the maximum feasible yield from a parcel of land.

78. Intervening obstacle: An environmental or cultural feature of the landscape that hinders migration.

79. invasion and succession: a process of neighborhood change whereby one social or ethnic group succeeds another.

80. Irredentism: A policy of cultural extension and potential political ex​pansion aimed at a national group living in a neighboring country.

81. Isogloss: A boundary that separates regions in which different language usages predominate.

82. Isolines: Lines on a map depicting areas of same or like values. 
83. Least cost theory: Model developed by Alfred Weber according to which the location of manufacturing establishments is determined by the minimization of three critical expenses: labor, transportation, and agglomeration.

84. Liberal models: A general term for economic development models which assume that (1) all countries are capable of developing eco​nomically in the same way and (2) economic disparities between countries and regions are the result of short-term inefficiencies in local or regional market forces. The modernization model of develop​ment is an example of a liberal model.

85. Lingua franca: A language mutually understood and commonly used in trade by people who have different native languages.

86. Malthusian: Designates the early nineteenth-century viewpoint of Thomas Malthus, who argued that population growth was outrunning the Earth’s capacity to produce sufficient food. Neo-Malthusian refers to those who subscribe to such positions in modern contexts.

87. Material Culture: All physical, tangible objects made and used by members of a cultural group, such as clothing buildings, tools and utensils, instruments, furniture, and artwork; the visible aspect of culture.

88. Megalopolis: A large urban region formed as several urban areas spread and merge, such as Boswash, the region including Boston, New York, and Washington, D.C.

89. Metropolitan statistical area (MSA) :In the United States, a central city of at least 50,000 population, the county within which the city is located, and adjacent counties meeting one of several tests indicating a functional connection to the central city.
90. Multiplier effect: Expansion of economic activity caused by the growth or introduction of another economic activity. For example, a new basic industry will create jobs, directly or indirectly, in the non​basic sector.

91. nation: a group of people often sharing common elements of culture such as religion or language, or a history or political identity.
92. Nationalism: Loyalty and devotion to a particular nationality.
93. Nation-state: A state whose territory corresponds to that occu​pied by a particular ethnicity that has been transformed into a nationality.
94. Natural Boundary: A political border that follows some feature of the natural environment, such as a river or mountain ridge.

95. Neocolonialism: The entrenchment of the colonial order, such as trade and investment, under a new guise.

96. New international division of labor: Transfer of some types of jobs, especially those requiring low-paid less skilled workers from more developed to less developed countries.

97. nonbasic industries: Industries that sell their products primar​ily to consumers in the community.

98. Nonmaterial Culture: The wide range of tales, songs, lore, beliefs, superstitions, and customs that passes from generation to generation as part of an oral or written tradition.

99. Office Park: A cluster of office buildings usually located along an interstate, often forming the nucleus of an edge city.

100. ordinary landscapes: the everyday landscapes that people create in the course of their lives.

101. Overpopulation: The number of people in an area exceeds the capacity of the environment to support life at a decent standard of living.

102. Perceptual region: A region that only exists as a conceptualization or an idea and not as a physically demarcated entity. For example, in the United States, “the South” 
103. Physical (natural) geography: the spatial analysis of the structure, processes, and location of the Earth’s natural phenomena such as climate, soil, plants, animals, and topography.

104. Placelessness: A spatial standardization that diminishes regional variety; may result from the spread of popular culture, which can diminish or destroy the uniqueness of place through cultural standardization on a national or even worldwide scale.

105. Plantation: A large landholding devoted to specialized production of tropical cash crop.

106. Popular culture: Culture found in a large, heterogeneous so​ciety that shares certain habits despite differences in other personal characteristics.

107. Population explosion: The rapid growth of the world’s human pop​ulation during the past century, attended by ever-shorter doubling times and accelerating rates of increase.

108. Population pyramid: A bar graph representing the distribution’ of population by age and sex.

109. Postindustrial (postmodern) economy: Emerging economy, in the United States and a handful of other highly advanced countries, as traditional industry is overshadowed by a higher-technology produc​tive complex dominated by services and information-related and managerial activities.

110. Primary economic activity: Activity engaged in the direct extraction of natural resources from the environment—such as mining, fish​ing, lumbering, and especially agriculture.

111. Primate city: The largest settlement in a country, if it has more than twice as many people as the second-ranking settlement.

112. Producer services: Services that primarily help people conduct business.

113. Projection: The system used to transfer locations from Earth’s surface to a flat map.

114. Protruded state: A type of state territorial shape that exhibits a narrow, elongated land extension leading away from the main body of territory. Thailand is an example.

115. Public housing:  Housing owned by the government; in the United States, it is rented to low-income residents, and the rents are set at 30 percent of the families’ incomes.

116. Pull factors: Factors that induce people to move to a new location.

117. Push factors: Factors that induce people to leave old residences.

118. Quaternary industries: Service sector industries concerned with the collection, processing, and manipulation of information and capi​tal. Examples include finance, administration, insurance, and legal services.

119. Quinary industries: Service sector industries that require high level of specialized knowledge or technical skill. Examples include scien​tific research and high level management.

120. rank-size rule: A pattern of settlements in a country, such that the nth largest settlement is 1/n the population of the largest settlement.

121. redistricting: the defining and redefining of territorial district boundaries.

122. redlining: A process by which banks draw lines on a map and refuse to lend money to purchase or improve property within the boundaries.

123. Region: An area distinguished by a unique combination of trends or features.
124. sacred space: an area recognized by individuals or groups as worthy of special attention as a site of special religious experiences or events.

125. Sahel: Semiarid zone extending across most of Africa between the southern margins of the arid Sahara and the moister tropical savanna and forest zone to the south. Chronic drought, desertification, and overgrazing have contributed to severe famines in this area for decades.

126. Scale: The relationship between the size of an object on a map and the size of the actual feature on Earth’s surface.

127. Secondary economic activity: Activity that processes raw materials and transforms them into finished industrial products; the manufac​turing sector.

128. sense of place: feelings evoked among people as a result of the experiences and memories that they associate with a place, and to the symbolism that they attach to it.
129. Sequent occupance: The notion that successive societies leave their cultural imprints on a place, each contributing to the cumulative cul​tural landscape.

130. Settlement: A permanent collection of buildings and inhabitants.
131. Shifting agriculture/ Shifting cultivation: A form of subsistence agriculture in which people shift activity from one field to another; each field is used for crops for a relatively few years and left fallow for a relatively long period.
132. Site: The physical character of a place (land, labor, and capital).

133. Situation: The location of a place relative to other places (transportation costs) 

134. Slash-and-burn agriculture: Another name for shifting culti​vation, so named because fields are cleared by slashing the veg​etation and burning the debris.

135. Sovereignty: Ability of a state to govern its territory free from control of its internal affairs by other states.
136. spatial justice: the fairness of the distribution of society’s burdens and benefits, taking into account spatial variations in people’s needs and in their contribution to the production of wealth and social well-being.

137. Sprawl: Development of new housing sites at relatively low den​sity and at locations that are not contiguous to the existing built-up area.

138. Squatter settlement: An area within a city in a less developed country in which people illegally establish residences on land they do not own or rent and erect homemade structures.

139. State: An area organized into a political unit and ruled by an estab​lished government with control over its internal and foreign affairs.

140. Structural adjustment program: Economic policies imposed on less developed countries by international agencies to create conditions encouraging international trade, such as raising taxes, reducing government spending, controlling inflation, and selling publicly owned utilities to private corporations.
141. Structuralist models: A general term for models of economic devel​opment that treat economic disparities among countries or regions as the result of historically derived power relations within the global economic system.

142. Subsistence: The state of existing on the minimum necessities to sus​tain life; spending most of one’s time in pursuit of survival.

143. Subsistence agriculture: Agriculture designed primarily to pro​vide food for direct consumption by the farmer and the farmer’s family.

144. supranational organizations: collections of individual states with a common goal that may be economic and/or political in nature; such organizations diminish, to some extent, individual state sovereignty in favor of the group interests of the membership.
145. Sustainable agriculture: Farming methods that preserve long-term productivity of land and minimize pollution, typically by rotating soil-restoring crops with cash crops and reducing inputs of fertilizer and pesticides.

146. sustainable development: a vision of development that seeks a balance among economic growth, environmental impacts, and social equity (considers future generations).

147. Taboo: A restriction on behavior imposed by social custom.

148. Technopole: Centers or nodes of high-technology research and activity around which a high-technology corridor is sometimes established.

149. territoriality: the specific attachment of individuals or peoples to a specific location or territory.
150. Threshold: The minimum number of people needed to support the service.

151. Time-Distance decay: The declining degree of acceptance of an idea or innovation with increasing time and distance from its point of origin or source.

152. time-space convergence: the rate at which places move closer together in travel or communication time or costs. 
153. Toponym: The name given to a portion of Earth’s surface.

154. Transhumance: The seasonal migration of livestock between mountains and lowland pastures.
155. unitary state: a form of government in which power is concentrated in the central government.

156. Universalizing religion: A religion that attempts to appeal to all people, not just those living in a particular location.

157. Urban renewal: Program in which cities identify blighted inner-city neighborhoods, acquire the properties from private owners, relocate the residents and businesses, clear the site, build new roads and utilities, and turn the land over to private developers.

158. Von Thünen model: Explains the location of agricultural activities in a commercial, profit-making economy. A process of spatial competi​tion allocates various farming activities into concentric rings around a central market city, with profit-earning capability the determining force in how far a crop locates from the market. The original (1826) Isolated State model now applies to the continental scale.

159. world city: a city in which a disproportionate part of the world’s most important business is conducted.

160. World-Systems Analysis: Theory originated by Immanuel Wallerstein, who proposed that social change in the developing world is inextricably linked to the economic activities of the developed world. In this analysis, the world functions as a single entity, organized around a new international division of labor in which those living in poorer countries have little autonomy. 

161. Zoning ordinance: A law that limits the permitted uses of land and maximum density of development in a community.

162. zone in transition: area of mixed commercial and residential land uses surrounding the CBD.

