


AT&T Unlimited Texting Commercial - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nIUcRJX9-o 



Do you text on a regular basis? 

Don’t forget: 

You can copy-

paste this slide 

into other 

presentations, 

and move or 

resize the poll. 
192950   

yes or no 



TEXTING 

A short message which can be sent by 

a cell phone or computer to another cell 

phone.  A message usually consists of 

no more than 160 characters 



TEXTING: A History 

The first form of a text message was sent in 1989 by 

Edward Lantz through a beeper by reading  

the numbers upside down.   (03774 or Hello) 

 

The first SMS text message, the type of text we are use to 

now, was sent in December 1992 by Neil Papworth who 

delivered the message “Merry Christmas” on the 

Vodafone network. 

 

Originally designed for the hearing impaired 

 



How has texting effected Mass 

Communication? 

Faster form of communication 

 

Alerts can be sent via text message from media 

sources such as Fox News, the Weather 

Channel, Twitter and more. 

 

You can even get updates about your favorite 

TV show through a text message. 



What is the impact of text 

messaging and multi-tasking? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0YcODmrnRE&feature=related 



TEXTING DANGERS 

TODAY Show: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2D3hB278Gc&feature=related 



TEXTING DANGERS 

CBS Early Show: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXYY_ep5Nh0 



What is the impact of text 

messaging? 

Text and multi-tasking 

 ―   Driving: Takes the driver’s attention off the 

road and can cause major harm.  

 

• Convenience 

―  Do not have to respond right away 

―  Can have conversation in public areas 

―  Can hold multiple conversations at one time 



Texting Lingo 

The average teenager sends 

and receives 17,000 text 

messages a month. 



SMART PHONE APPS – NET LINGO 

Iphone  

and   

Blackberry  



SMART PHONE APPS - NETLINGO 

Handouts are 

available in 

both English 

and Spanish 

for texting 

acronyms 



Tomball City Laws about Texting 

TOMBALL, Texas   

 Ordinance No. 2010-25  

       Texting and or email while driving is against            

       the law in Tomball as of December 21, 2010 

 

   •  Unanimously approved by city council – drivers can’t  

       text, but they can use their cell phones for GPS if  

       the phones are mounted. 

 

   •  Violators can face fines of up to $200 

 

http://www.ultimatetomball.com/stories/223104-tomball-bans-k-2-texting-while-driving 



SEXTING 



SEXTING 

Sexting is a term coined by the media that 

generally refers to sending, receiving, or 

forwarding sexually suggestive nude or 

nearly nude photos or sexually suggestive 

messages through text message or email. 
 

 



SEXTING 

Voluntary 

Can be illegal because of child pornography laws (this is only 

relevant to photos), but the sender is voluntarily sending the 

photo/message of themselves. 

 

Voluntary Examples: 

 

- A few junior high school girls are at a slumber party and use 

their cell phones to take and send topless photos of themselves 

to each other. 

 

- A high school boy emails a nude photo of himself to a high 

school girl he met on a social networking website, who asked him 

to send the photo. 

 

 



SEXTING 
Involuntary 

Automatically illegal even if the underage sender consents to sending the 

photo/message.  It cannot be considered voluntary if it breaks any law 

(state, local, or federal) except for child pornography laws. 

 

Examples: 

- A 45 year old male meets a high school girl on the Internet and 

encourages her to send him nude photos of herself.  She takes nude 

photos of herself using a digital camera and emails them to the man. 

 

- A high school boy sends a sexually explicit text message with no images 

attached, to a much younger child. 

 

- A high school girl voluntarily sends a photo of herself to her 

boyfriend.  They break-up shortly after the photo is sent.  He then sends 

the photo to all of his friends and classmates. 

 

*While she voluntarily sent the photo to her boyfriends, he didn't have 

her consent to send the photo around to other people. 

 

 

 



What does sexting mean in Texas? 

Definition:  

In Texas, sexting can result in state felony charges, 

including obscenity.  Detainment in a state prison for 

sexting is possible. 

  

On February 1, 2010, State Attorney General Greg 

Abbott announced adults with nude or semi-nude 

photographs on their mobile devices can be 

investigated and tried on felony child pornography 

charges.  

 

Teenagers with photos of other teens aged 18 and 

under can be prosecuted and face up to 10 years in 

prison, Abbott said.  

 

Source: http://im.about.com/od/sexting/g/texassexting.htm 



2011, 7February  –WOAI News Article  

The article states:  

That a judge would be allowed to punish the parents of 

teenagers who engage in the risky practice known as 

'sexting,' was introduced today in the Texas Legislature, 

and immediately received the support of Texas Attorney 

General Greg Abbott, 1200 WOAI news reports. 

 

  This measure (Law), introduced by State Sen. Kirk 

Watson (D-Austin), would make sexting a Class C 

misdemeanor requiring a court appearance for the 

teenaged violator, and would allow a judge to 'sentence' 

his or her parent to participate in an education program 

on sexting's long-term harmful consequences. 

http://radio.woai.com/cc-common/news/sections/newsarticle.html?feed=119078&article=8140892 
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Grades Cell Phone Survey 

Results7 - 12 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:  What grade are you currently in? 

What grade are you currently in?  (883 Responses) 

7th Grade 417 (47 %) 

8th Grade 122 (14 %) 

9th Grade 68 (8 %) 

10th Grade 96 (11 %) 

11th Grade 103 (12 %) 

12th Grade 76 (9 %) 

Other, please specify 1 (0 %) 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:  Identify your gender? 

Identify your gender? 

Male 460 (52 %) 

Female 423 (48 %) 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:  Do you own a cell phone? 

Do you own a cell phone? 

Yes 791 (90 %) 

No 92 (10 %) 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:   

Have you ever been in a car when the driver was 
texting/mms(multimedia messaging)? 

Have you ever been in a car when the driver was texting/mms(multimedia messaging)?  

 

Yes 628 (71 %) 

No 255 (29 %) 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:   

Have you ever been in a car when the driver used a cell phone in a way 
that put themselves or others in danger? 

Have you ever been in a car when the driver used a cell phone in a way that put themselves or others in danger? 

Yes 326 (37 %) 

No 557 (63 %) 

Additional Comment 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:  Have you ever texted/mms while driving? 

Have you ever texted/mms while driving? 

10th – 12th Graders – 275 

Yes 164 (19 %) 

 

No 719 (81 %) 

 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:   

Have you ever sent or received an inappropriate text or mms message? 

Have you ever sent or received an inappropriate text or mms message? 

Yes 343 (39 %) 

No 540 (61 %) 

Additional Comment 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:   

Have you ever sent a text/mms during school hours? 

Have you ever sent a text/mms during school hours? 

Yes 602 (68 %) 

No 281 (32 %) 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:   

Have you ever received or sent a text/mms message at night between the 
hours of 9 pm - 6 am? 

Have you ever received or sent a text/mms message at night between the hours of 9 pm - 6 am? 

Yes 754 (85 %) 

No 129 (15 %) 

Additional Comment 



Teen Cell Phone and Texting Survey:   

Have you ever sent or received a text/mms message that could be 
considered bullying? 

Have you ever sent or received a text/mms message that could be considered bullying? 

Yes 194 (22 %) 

No 689 (78 %) 

Additional Comment 



Cyberbullying Video 



What is Cyberbullying? 

"Cyberbullying" is when a child, preteen or 

teen is tormented, threatened, harassed, 

humiliated, embarrassed or otherwise 

targeted by another child, preteen or teen 

using the Internet, interactive and digital 

technologies or mobile phones. 

Source: http://www.stopcyberbullying.org 



Types of Cyberbullying… 

Online fights using electronic  - Flaming 

messages with angry and vulgar language. 

 

Repeatedly sending nasty,  - Harassment

mean, and insulting messages. 

 

” someone online. Dissing“ - Defamation

Sending or posting gossip or rumors about 

a person to damage his or her reputation 

or friendships. 



Types of Cyberbullying… 

Pretending to be someone  - Impersonation

else and sending or posting material to get 

that person in trouble or danger or to 

damage that person’s reputation or 

friendships. 

Sharing someone’s secrets or  - Outing

embarrassing information or images online. 

Talking someone into revealing  - Trickery

secrets or embarrassing information, then 

sharing it online. 



Types of Cyberbullying… 

Intentionally and cruelly excluding  - Exclusion

someone from an online group. 

 

Repeated, intense harassment  - Cyber stalking

and abuse that includes threats or creates 

significant fear. 



How Common is Cyberbullying? 

 

43% of teens have been victims of 
cyberbullying in the last year. 

 

81% of youth said that others cyberbully 
because they think it’s funny. 

 

80% of teens said that they either did not have 
parental rules about Internet use or found 
ways around the rules. 

 

 

  

Source: www.ncpc.org/cyberbullying 



Preventing Cyberbullying 

 
 

Have them tell an adult 
 

Do not respond to cyber bullies 
 
Never seek revenge on the cyberbully 

 
Report bullying instances to Internet service 
providers 

 
Tell teens it is not their fault if they become 
victims of cyberbullying 

 
Keep a record of bullying instances 
(documentation) 

 

Source: www.ncpc.org/cyberbullying 



Current Anti-Bullying Bills 

Texas  
 

 

 HB 224 -  

 Anti-Bullying/Harassment 

 

H.B. 283; Tex. Educ. Code Ann 25.0342, 37.217, 

37.001, 37.083; 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/pdf/ED

.37.pdf  

 

SB1725 (pending); Amends the Education code to 

include electronic means of bullying. Penalty is 

assigned  
http://www.cyberbullying.us/Bullying_and_Cyberbullying_Laws_20100701.pdf 



In Summary: 

Be involved with your children. 

Talk to your children about texting and sexting 

Discuss cyberbullying with your children and 

what to do.  

Have your children power down at night. 

Learn the lingo for texting. 

 



Additional Resources: 

http://lizgrant.net/internetsafety.htm 

Texting Acronyms Spanish 

Texting Acronyms 

Sexting Tips for Parents 

Cell Phone Safety Facebook for Parents 

AT & T - How to connect 

with your kids 

http://lizgrant.net/internetsafety.htm

