WRITING PROMPT

Writing Situation

The theme of a literary work is the message or main idea that the writer wants to you remember. Themes often relate to emotions or experiences that are universal. You have finished reading James Hurst’s ”The Scarlet Ibis,” a short story that deals with many topics including but not limited to death, brotherhood, guilt, pride, and differences; therefore, the message of the piece is left open to some interpretation.
Writing Directions

In a coherent essay of four (4) paragraphs, write an interpretive essay about what you think the theme of the short story is.

REMEMBER:
· Use appropriate transitions to organize your paper smoothly.

· Focus carefully on grammatical and mechanical correctness – spelling, capitalization, comma splices, fragments, possessives, homonyms, etc.

· Type your essay using MLA format. Refer to the YLHS Style Guide.

This paper (including brainstorming and outline) is worth 100 points and is due ____________________ whether you are in school that day or not. NO EXCEPTIONS. If necessary, send the paper with a reliable courier to give to me or to place in my mailbox no later than the time your class period normally ends. You may also email your paper to me and bring a hard copy when you return.
Step 1: Determine theme
Step 2: Brainstorming - find evidence and explain connection to theme (required)
Step 3: Bucket ideas

Step 4: Determine thesis

Step 5: Begin writing using Response to Literature Outline (required)
Step 6: Revise and create a final draft
