The Great Gatsby       Project Menu

The following project menu options are designed to assess your culminating knowledge of Modernism and The Great Gatsby in a medium that best fits your skills and interests. If you would like to mix and match options, please ask me about it. Additionally, you may create your own project; just come and talk to me about it first. You may work alone or with partners, (speak to me if there are more than three in a group). In addition, you must write a mini essay of three or more paragraphs that connects to your project to Gatsby. Each student must write their own essay. With permission from your teacher, you may alter any of these assignments to match your interests or talents. (Consult the products list for ideas.)

All projects will contain the following:

a) Artistic product of your choice

b) 1-2 page, typed, double-spaced essay. Essay must be in MLA format and you must have at least one secondary source that must be listed in your works cited page. Explain how your artistic product connects back to the text. Your analysis must integrate at least 6 significant quotes in your commentary.

Yearbook: Create a yearbook for The Great Gatsby. Think of how the characters were in the past and how they are now. Think of the items you would find in a typical yearbook; cutest couple, most likely to succeeded, sports, dances (Gatsby’s parties) and incorporate these ideas into a yearbook. In a well crafted essay compare the ethics of the central characters: Nick, Gatsby, Daisy, Jordan, Myrtle, George, and Tom. Rank the characters from most to least ethical using the Kohlberg scale and the materials from the Markkula Center for Applied ethics that examine the following ethical perspectives: virtue, utilitarianism, rights, justice, and the common good.

The Science of Fire: Study the scientific principles at work when fire burns something. Create an elaborate picture cube or power point to demonstrate (with words and graphics) what process takes place when something valuable turns into ashes. Then explain in an essay why Fitzgerald would use ashes as a repeated symbol in the story, showing how human relationships, dreams, and desires can “burn up” in a similar process. Use evidence from the story to make your case.

Musical Composition: Write and perform an original song (with both melody and lyric) that captures the themes of the novel or the essence of the American Dream. After your performance (live or on videotape), turn in your music chart for the new song. In an accompanying essay, explain how your music reflects the ideas and

captures the moods of the novel.

Drawing, Painting, and Sculpture: Draw, paint or sculpt a three dimensional work of art that captures the themes of the novel: The American Dream, complex relationship between wealth, love, and happiness, etc. Symbolism and Motifs, e.g. green light, alcohol, valley of ashes, etc. In an accompanying essay, explain how your art reflects the ideas in the novel.

Architecture Design: build or draw replicas of the houses of Gatsby, the Wilsons, Nick, and the Buchanans. Use evidence from the text and study books on Long Island architecture of the early twentieth century to assist your design. In an accompanying essay, explain how each house reflects the character of its inhabitants, using evidence from the text to do so.

Chemistry and Physiology: As alcohol plays a major role in the novel, research (and report on a large chart) the way in which the chemical properties of liquor act on the brain to affect human behavior. In an essay to accompany the chart, explain why the major and minor characters use alcohol with such regularity. What perceived benefits do they derive from its consumption? Demonstrate also the long and short term harms that alcohol can cause, and show how it hurts several of the characters’ lives.

Newspaper: Create a newspaper or magazine that explores main ideas of the novel. Include as the cover story: Interview lawyers, law enforcement officers, and research laws to determine how (and if) Daisy and George might be prosecuted in today’s court system. What laws would they have broken? What legal procedures would authorities need to follow? Document your findings in a series of newspaper articles that lead from the crime to the trial to the (possible) sentence. It must be at least 2 pages for a single person and 1 page for every added person in a group and include items such as a front-page noteworthy event with pictures, an editorial or opinion article, crossword puzzle, cartoons, advertisements, real estate listings, sports page, gossip column, etc. You will share your newspaper or magazine with the class.

Religion: After studying the Seven Deadly Sins and the Seven Cardinal Virtues, use the religious documents to assess the characters of Nick, Tom, and Gatsby. Create pie charts that break down the moral composition of these characters. Determine what percentage of vices (seven deadly sins)/virtues (theological and cardinal) each character has. Create a Power Point presentation in which you present each character’s moral profile. Your analysis will explain how and why you assigned certain percentages to each character (consult notes). Seven Deadly Sins: Wrath, Greed, Envy, Lust, Gluttony, Pride, Sloth. Cardinal Virtues: Fortitude, Justice, Prudence, Temperance Theological Virtues: Faith, Hope, Love; Other Virtues: Humility, Order, Peace, etc. In an essay to accompany your work; compare, contrast and judge these characters. Decide which character has the greatest morals, use ample evidence from the text to support your ideas about each character. 

Dance: After selecting an appropriate musical selection, choreograph and perform a dance that depicts the hopeful yet tragic life of Jay Gatsby. (Be certain to choose a song appropriate in musical mood and lyrical content.) Write a well developed explanation of how the choreography interprets the thoughts, emotions, and experiences of the character.
Scrapbook: Create a scrap book on the women (Daisy, Jordan, and Myrtle) in The Great Gatsby; Two pages for each character, (add two pages for each additional person in your group). Focus on the character’s self image, how others view this character and on the character’s morals and values. In an accompanying essay analyze Daisy, Jordan, and Myrtle.  While each woman resists “traditional” feminine stereotypes and patriarchal institutions, all are fundamentally flawed and none is portrayed positively. Furthermore, the women are either pitted against each other or help each other in destructive ways.  Explain how the text reinforces patriarchal ideology.  
Film, Drama, TV: Write, perform, and/or film an “additional scene” of The Great Gatsby that sheds light on the novel’s overall themes, conflicts, and characters or interpret and perform a key scene in the novel. Be imaginative. Your scene can be a prequel (e.g. characters’ lost childhood/teenage years), sequel (the characters’ lives ten years later), or anywhere in between. Other Ideas: Write and film a modern day television show with a Great Gatsby twist. You could do a spoof on America’s Next Top Model, Oprah, Survivor, Gossip Girl. Be creative. Your TV show should shed light on the novel’s overall themes, conflicts, and characters. You may work with a small group on this. Maximum people: 5 people to a group. You will perform your scene or show your video to the class. Individual project should be 3-5 minutes. Group project should be 7-10 minutes. In an accompanying essay Evaluate how this novel is about the concepts of emptiness and fulfillment in human experience.  What does the novel seem to say are the forces that create these concepts in a human life and how are these concepts related?
Music Soundtrack and CD Cover: Create a music soundtrack of 7-10 songs that capture one of the following (or create your own category): Plot – Songs that capture the major turning points, conflicts, moments, etc. in The Great Gatsby and the song that goes with each moment. Character Analysis – Songs that capture characters’ essence, inner demons, dreams, virtues, vices (sins), etc. You may focus on one character or multiple characters. Themes/Big Ideas – Instead of a plot-driven soundtrack, create a soundtrack that captures the major themes and big ideas the novel conveys. You must design a CD Cover, however, simple or complex, to go with your soundtrack. You must also include printed lyrics for each song and explain how/why each song conveys major ideas in your analysis. In an accompanying essay evaluate the presentation of dreams and illusions in the novel.  Does Fitzgerald make a distinction between them?  What statement does the author make about the human tendency to dream and the role of dreaming in the American ethos?

Poetry: Write a poem for each of the major characters. Put these poems in a book with graphics, a title page, author page and a dedication page. Try and capture the essence of each character in these poems.

Fashion: Design the wardrobe of one or multiple characters in key moments in the novel. You may produce drawings and/or actual clothing for this project. You must design at least 3 outfits. Your analysis should explain why you chose the cut, color, fabrics, etc. of each piece and how/why it enhances a character’s major turning points.
Board Game: Create a board game dealing with the major ideas and themes of The Great Gatsby. It can feature Gatsby’s journey to winning Daisy, the horrible turn of events--anything. You will show your game in front of the class. Your analysis will include instructions for your game and what it attempts to highlight from the novel.
Criminal Justice: Be a CSI detective and investigate Myrtle’s hit and run. Tom Wilson’s murder/suicide (Gatsby is the victim). Write an autopsy report and a crime scene report. 
