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Mira Costa High School Classroom Expectations

Courses: English 3-4 CP, English 3-4 A

Teacher: Ms. Skalkottas, 310-318-7337, extension 5200, zskalkottas@manhattan.k12.ca.us
Conference Hours: Period 2 (9-10 am), after school, or by appointment


REQUIRED MATERIALS 

· School planner or calendar

· Three-ring binder with dividers labeled as follows:
1. Graded Work

2. Grammar
3. Notes

4. Readings
5. Vocabulary

· Keep assignment handouts, rubrics, reference materials and documents you will need continually throughout the year (e.g. out-of-class passes) in the front of your binder or in the front pocket

· Loose-leaf paper (buy paper that will tear off cleanly; no ripped edges, please)
· Composition Notebook (for your Journal and Reading Response Log)
· Blue or black pens
· Textbooks and supplementary materials will be provided throughout the year. You do need a valid student id card to check out materials. You are strongly encouraged to buy your own copies of core works so you can write in the margins, highlight important passages, and begin to build a personal library. For all independent reading, you will be required to find your own copy.
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT & POLICIES
Attendance: Students are expected to be in their seats before the second bell rings and to not start packing up before class is over. Absences must be cleared within 3 days in the Attendance office, or they will be marked as Truancies. Truancies and three or more tardies incur a penalty of 1 hour detention. Additionally, one hundred points will be awarded at the beginning of each semester as part of your participation grade, from which ten points are deducted for every tardy, packing up early, or truancy. Keep your 100 points all semester and an additional 10 points will be awarded. 
Out-of-Class Passes: You will be issued 4 out-of-class passes per semester, good for a few minutes each. Use them with discretion. Any unused passes can be redeemed at the end of the semester, on the day of the final, for 5 bonus points each. 

Preparedness: Students are expected to have all required materials every day, unless instructed otherwise. There will be random, graded checks of any or all supplies and reading materials. 
Homework: Homework assignments will be written on the homework board in class and posted to my website daily. As a rule, homework will be collected immediately after the second bell. Anything turned in after that point will be considered late. All assignments should be done in blue or black pen, in neat, legible handwriting. Work that is overly sloppy will be returned for a redo at half credit. Please write your name on all work turned in! Any anonymous homework assignments will be put in the “No Name” tray. You are responsible for checking the “No Name” tray and resubmitting your work.  
Late Work: Unless you have made prior arrangements with me, I do not accept late homework for full credit. If you miss a homework assignment, you may turn it within a week after the due date for half-credit, which will also clear the “missing” designation. In some cases, I may opt to give you an alternative assignment to make up the points. For essays and long-term projects turned in late, I deduct 10% per day on the grade for the first 3 days, 50% thereafter up to a week from the original due date. 
Make-up Work: Students have 1 day for each day of an excused absence to make up missed work. Students are responsible for ALL WORK that takes place in class—including writing assignments, quizzes, tests, notes on films, audio recordings, PowerPoint presentations and lectures. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain any missed work by checking the class notes, handouts box and/or website! Please do not ask me about make-up work during class! If you have questions after doing all of the above, see me well before class, after class, at lunch or after school. 
Bonus Point Assignments: Bonus-point assignments will be offered on rare occasions only for students who have completed all their regular assignments. These are intended to offer more practice or in-depth study, to help boost one’s grade, or make up for a low score on an assignment or test. 

Grading: Grades are calculated on a cumulative point-value system. Essays and projects account for the biggest percentage of the grade at 35%; tests and quizzes account for 30%; Homework and Classwork 20%; and Participation 15%. Students and parents are encouraged to check Gradebook frequently to monitor progress. All papers should be kept until final grades are entered for the semester. Errors will not be recognized without a graded paper. Individual questions about students’ grades will not be taken in class.  
Ethics: The school’s ethics policy will be followed to the letter. See separate form.
Classroom Norms: A separate PowerPoint presentation will be shown on the classroom environment I would like to keep. We often don’t like rules, but we need rules to smoothly function together as a group. In the microcosm of the classroom, learning is our profession, and I expect every one of us to act professionally and courteously, while still being able to have fun. The classroom is a great place to practice social skills, responsibility, and communication. I look forward to seeing how each of you can contribute to making the classroom a place conducive to your and others’ learning and growth. 
***There will be a quiz next Friday (September 10th) covering this document, the PowerPoint on classroom norms, the Ethics Policy, and the seating chart with all of your classmates’ names.
​​​​→ Please sign below and turn in this page only by Tuesday, September 7th (10 points) 

I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE RECEIVED AND READ MS. SKALKOTTAS’S CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS. 
____________________________

 _____________________________
Student printed name




Student signature

__________________________

 _________________________​​​__

Parent printed name




Parent signature


 

