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The Rise of Constitutionalism and Liberalism

Making causal connections across different categories of history is an important historical skill your 
students need to develop. This chart provides a road map of some of the factors that contributed to an 
important development in European history, the rise of constitutionalism and liberalism.

The Renaissance 
Humanism 
Secularism

Scientific Revolution
Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo
Bacon: inductive method (empiricism)
Descartes: deductive method
Newton: mathematical models

Religion
(secular challenge)

Heliocentric theory: Catholic Church 
opposed it

  Galileo arrested
  Index of Forbidden Books
Protestant countries embraced it
End to witch hunts
England and the Netherlands 

were constitutional states in the 
seventeenth century

The Enlightenment
Locke: natural rights
Diderot: Encyclopédie
Philosophes: Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau
Classical liberalism

Glorious Revolution  Enlightened Capitalism American and French
  Despotism Adam Smith  Revolutions
Bill of Rights Frederick the Great Thomas Malthus

 Catherine the Great David Ricardo
 Joseph II

Liberalism in the Nineteenth Century
Manchester School, Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Thomas Malthus
Utilitarianism: Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill
Chartist movement in England; suffrage gains in England
Revolutions of 1830 and 1848
Socialism: French utopians (1830s and 1840s), Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, revisionism
Beginnings of welfare state: Germany, France, England
Increasing democracy in the late nineteenth century: France, England, Germany 
Emancipation of serfs in Russia: Alexander II

Democracy in the Twentieth Century (and the Rise and Fall of Communism)
Germany: Weimar Republic, Federal Republic of Germany, unified Germany
France: Third Republic, Fourth Republic, Fifth Republic
United Nations 
Revolutions of 1989 and the fall of the Soviet Union


