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The Following Examples may Help you Understand how Fair Use Works. 

Examples
Let’s say you are doing a multimedia presentation for school. Under fair-use laws, you are to use material found 
on the Internet or from CDs, books, etc., in your presentation without getting permission from the author. 
However, if you use this material without giving credit to the creator in a bibliography, you are plagiarizing. In 
other words, us it, but cite your source. 
Let’s say you do give credit for the music and photos you use in the bibliography and you aren’t guilty of  
plagiarizing. You’ve correctly followed fair use, and your project gets an A+. Your teacher wants to showcase 
your work on the school Web site. Is this fair use? Unfortunately, no! You can’t display work in a public forum 
without permission from the original creators. To present the project, you are allowed to use music and pictures 
for an educational purpose. As soon as you go public with it, such as on the Internet, it is no longer considered 
fair use (Based on CONFU Guideline.)

Donny Tackles Fair Use
Directions
Examine each scenario below, and decide if Donny has applied fair use of copyrighted material. Tell why, and 
give a responsible action that can be taken, if needed. 

Scenario 1
Donny is compiling a video yearbook of the school year as part of a school project. He is scanning in photos of 
his friends and putting them into a slideshow with music. He uses the song “Survivor,” by Destiny’s Child—it 
will make a perfect background. He owns the CD, so he puts the whole track behind his creation. 
Is this fair use? Yes No
Why?

Responsible Action:

Scenario 2
Donny and some classmates have edited together video footage of major news events throughout the year as 
part of school project. !is includes short clips from news shows on NBC, CNN, etc. !e project turned out so 
well that the school wants to use it as an intro to the video yearbook it is selling.
Is this fair use? Yes No
Why?

Responsible Action:
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Scenario 3
For a school project, Donny and some friends interviewed people throughout the county on important events 
in history. !ese taped videos were hosted on the school Web site to demonstrate their work. Now they "nd out 
that a school across the county is using your video clips as an intro to its history fair.
Is this fair use? Yes No
Why?

Responsible Action:

Scenario 4
Donny has a major paper due for school. He "nds a great Web site covering the information online. He cuts and 
pastes sections to put into his report. He doesn’t need a bibliography for the paper, so he doesn’t include one.
Is this fair use? Yes No
Why?

Responsible Action:

Scenario 5
Donny created an awesome multimedia project on the solar system using graphics he found on the Discovery 
Channel’s Web site. Now his teacher wants to post his project on the school Web site as an example for others. 
Is this fair use? Yes No
Why?

Responsible Action:


