Half-Breed
By Brian Harris

I’m sometimes told that I don’t fit in, 

Told that I’ll soon have troubles within. 

I’m told to pick either black or white,

I think it over every night. 

Should I give in and do as they say? 

Or should I stay strong and have it my way? 

Race is something you can’t pick or choose,

Because if you do you will surely lose. 

I know who I am and say it with pride, 

As both black and white I experience the best of both sides. 

I stand here proud of who I am, 

Even if ignored by great Uncle Sam.

All I ask for is two boxes on a form, 

Something that allows me not to conform.

Some think of me as the product of a sin,

They wonder what kind of love a black and white could


possibly fall in.

There must be something wrong, something can’t be right,

When two people are in love, one being black and the other


white.

This must be wrong when blacks and whites find love,

This can’t be all right with the man up above.

Don’t call me an Oreo or a half-breed,

Give me the respect that I deserve and need.

Don’t condemn me for the race I just happen to be,

Race is a small part of me.

Remember that people are a lot like books,

The outside shows little more than looks.

Prejudging may cost you a friend for life,

If may even cost you a husband or wife.

So next time you sit and attempt to categorize,

Remember there’s more than meets the eyes. 

Reading Comprehension/ Analysis Questions
1. How does the author feel about being two different races? 

a. Angry

b. Suspicious 

c. Proud 

d. Guilty 

2. Why do you think the speaker is told he will “soon have troubles within?” 

3. Write down one line that demonstrates how you know how he felt. 

4. What examples of figurative language do you see in this passage? Find at least two and explain what they mean. 

a. Example 1: 

b. Type of figurative language: 

c. Meaning: 

a. Example 2: 

b. Type of figurative language: 

c. Meaning: 

5. Why does he think “prejudging…may even cost you a husband or a wife?” 

6. What is the speaker referring to when he alludes to “Uncle Sam?” 

7. What is the overall tone of the poem? 
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