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Through the Tunnel: Vocabulary List

contrition
regret of a sense of guilt at having done wrong

supplication

humble appeal or request


defiant


challenging authority

inquisitive
questioning; curious

minute
small; tiny

incredulous

disbelieving; skeptical

Directions:  Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

1. contrition (noun)
Jerry felt contrition whenever he seemed to disappoint his mother.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. supplication (noun)
Jerry smiled in supplication: He was silently appealing to the other boys to let him join them.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. defiant (adjective)
Jerry, who was usually obedient, became defiant in demanding what he wanted from his mother.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. inquisitive (adjective)
His mother was inquisitive about Jerry’s odd request.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. minute (adjective)
Jerry swam through a school of millions of minute, tiny fish.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. incredulous (adjective)
Jerry was incredulous: He could not believe that the big boys could stay under the water for so long.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ELA Content Standards 1.0 (Word Analysis and Vocabulary Development), 1.1 and 1.2


