A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway







Writing Test: chapter 41 (pages 312-332)
Be able to discuss the significance of these passages. 


1. “Outside in the hall I rang for the elevator. There was no answer. I went downstairs. There was no one downstairs except the night-watchman. I brought the elevator up myself, put Catherine’s bag in it, she stepped in and we went down. The night-watchman opened the door for us and we sat outside on the stone slabs beside the stairs down to the driveway and waited for the taxi. The night was clear and the stars were out” (313).
2. “But what if she should die? She won’t die. But what if she should die? She won’t. She’s all right. But what if she should die? She can’t die. But what if she should die? Hey, what about that? What if she should die?” (321).
3. “There was a woman at the desk who wrote down Catherine’s name, age, address, relatives and religion, in a book. She said she had no religion and the woman drew a line in the space after that word. She gave her name as Catherine Henry” (313).

4. “They were washing him and wrapping him in something. I saw the little dark face and dark hand, but I did not see him move or hear him cry. The doctor was doing something to him. He looked upset…The doctor was bust with him. He held him up by the feet and slapped him. I did not wait to see it” (325).


5. “’It doesn’t work. It doesn’t work. It doesn’t work. Don’t mind me darling. Please don’t cry. Don’t mind me. I’m just all gone to pieces. You poor sweet. I love you so and I’ll be good again. I’ll be good this time’” (322).

6. “I knew as I watched I could have watched it all, but I was glad I hadn’t. I do not think I could have watched them cut, but I watched the wound closed in to a high welted ridge with quick skilful-looking stitches like a cobbler’s, and was glad. When the wound was closed I went out into the hall and walked up and down again. After a while the doctor came out” (325).


7. “I ate the ham and eggs and drank the beer. The ham and eggs were in a round dish—the ham underneath and the eggs on top. It was very hot and at the first mouthful I had to take a drink of beer to cool my mouth. I was very hungry and I asked the waiter for another order. I drank several glasses of beer. I was not thinking at all but read the paper of the man opposite me. It was about a break through on the British front” (329).





8. “Catherine looked at me and smiled. I bent down over the bed and started to cry” (330).



9.  “And this was the price you paid for sleeping together. This was the end of the trap. This was what people got for loving each other. Thank God for gas, anyway. What must it have been like before there were anesthetics?” (320).

10. “’He looks like a skinned rabbit with a puckered-up old-man’s face’” (326).




11. “But after I had got them out and shut the door and turned off the light it wasn’t any good. It was like saying good-by to a statue. After a while I went out and left the hospital and walked back to the hotel in the rain” (332).

