


This publication is provided at NO (OXT to the school. The sponsors displayed within the publication are not affiiated with or endorsed by the school or the school district.
For advertising information please contod aduerising@newsarafted.com






Upcoming Events

Serrania Restaurant Night-
December 10t at

Great food....Great friends... Great
FUN! Hope to see you there

The Habit Burger Grill
Wednesday, December 10th
22561 Ventura Boulevard
Woodland Hills, CA
4 p-m. until 10 p.m.

Remember... Wear your Serrania Spirit
Wear and get a Habit Button!

BRING YOUR SERRANIA
RESTAURANT NIGHT FLYER and
present it when you order as that’s the only
way we get credited for your purchase.

Serrania Charter 2014-15
Yearbooks ON SALE NOW!
Order Your Yearbook TODAY!!

Place your order now and qualify for our Early
Bird Special!
Order Yours NOW!
Soft Cover $22.00
Hard Cover $27.00

Orders must be received
by: December 15

(Regular yearbook price Soft Cover $26/ Hard
Cover $31)
Cash or Checks payable to: Serrania Charter and
turn it to the office

TIME IS RUNNING OUT... Don’t Miss Out...
Place your order today!

Wondering what to do with all your old computers,
TV’s, printers, and other assorted electronic
equipment? We've got the

answer. Just gather them all

and join us on January 24th

for the Serrania Charter for

Enriched Studies Second

Annual E-Waste Collection

Drive.

Donate it at Serrania's
E-Waste fundraiser and we'll
turn it into dollars for
Serrania!

www.SerraniaCharter.org
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Happy Holidays

Serrania Elves Are Coming!

The Elves are coming to Serrania to help collect toys for the
Spark of Love Toy Drive. Beginning Monday, December 1st
through the morning of Friday, December 12th, students
should bring their new, unwrapped toy donations to their
classrooms. The Elves will stop by each class to gather the
toys and spread some holiday cheer by presenting a special
edition "EIf Button" to each child who donates a toy.

When shopping for your children, grandchildren, nieces,
nephews and any other special children in your life, we hope
you will consider buying extra toys to brighten the holidays of
another child.

Thank you for your generosity and support this holiday season.

Please join us for our annual Serrania Charter Winter Performance and enjoy
watching our students perform at one of our most popular celebrations!

We hope to see you all there!

The following performance schedule has been arranged to ensure everyone has the
chance to attend, and that non of the performances are over-crowded.

The performances are all the same. All of the grades will perform the same songs at
every performance

Performances will take place in the Serrania CES Auditorium from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
Please attend according the first letter in your last name
Tuesday, Dec. 16th - A-I
Wednesday, Dec 17th- J-P

3 E Thursday, Dec 18th - Q-Z %
o

The children are working hard on perfecting their songs! %

Gift Shop OPENING SOON!

With the holiday season fast approaching, we’re happy to
announce that our annual Serrania Kid’s Holiday Gift
Shop will be opening December 8th!
Offering loads of great items ranging in
price $1-$10, we're sure you'll find great
gifts for friends and family (and even a
treat or two for yourselves)! As always,
this is a wonderful opportunity to not only
support our school, but to empower our
kids to make decisions, think about their
friends and family, and learn about the
value of money.

The Serrania Kid’s Holiday Gift Shop will be open every
day at Recess, Lunch and After School. As always, we’re
looking for people to lend a hand, so if you're interested in
volunteering, please visit http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0448aca622a0fa7-kids to sign up... it’s an easy and
fun way to help our students find that special something
for the important people in their lives.

www.SerraniaCharter.org




What’s the Right Age for Kids to Walk to School and to be at

the Mall by Themselves? By Ryan Rosen, Director, Camp Kinneret Summer Day
Camp and Volunteer Parent Seminar Series Facilitator

Growing up, when did you start walking to school by yourself? How far away was that? What about going
to the mall with friends? How did it feel the first time you had the opportunity to do these things?

If you were like most children given these new opportunities, it was a little scary and a little exciting. You
had this newfound freedom and independence, which helped you grow and mature. After you got past
feeling nervous, you enjoyed the freedom and even felt proud to be able to do these things. These are
important milestones in a child’s development and maturation.

Parents share that they are often too scared to let their child walk to school or go to the mall with friends
for fear of their child getting abducted. Statistically speaking, children are much safer today despite the
increased media exposure. There is a 1 in 1.5 million chance of them being abducted yet only a 1in 3
chance of them being obese. In other words, if they don’t start playing outside, walking to school and
moving around, you are likely going to be dealing with obesity. Given these numbers, how can you not
find a way to feel comfortable with them walking to school or walking around the mall with friends?

It’s important not to feel peer pressure to allow your child to do these things because they reached an age
milestone. Every child will reach its readiness for these opportunities at a different time. Only you know
your child well enough to know when they are ready for these opportunities.

Here are a few websites that should help you develop a plan to walk to school:

e A few simple tips to make sure they get there safely: http://www.safekids.org/
walkingsafelytips#sthash. HHzNgx5B.dpuf

e  Teaching Pedestrian Walking Skills: http://saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/
TeachingChildrentoWalkSafely.pdf

e  Organization for safe travels to school: http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/what-age-can
-children-walk-school-themselves

e A whole organization about walking/biking to school: http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/

e  Website about the Walking School Bus: http://www.walkingschoolbus.org/
e  The Walking School Bus handout: http://www.walkingschoolbus.org/WalkingSchoolBus pdf.pdf

When considering allowing your teen to go to the mall with friends, consider being at the mall at the
same time so they know you are there, but they can enjoy the independence. Prior to allowing them this
new freedom, it’s important to discuss the follow:

®  What to do in the event of an earthquake

®  What to do if their cell phone stops working

®  What to do if they get separated from the group

e What to do if someone is bothering and/or following them

Ryan is the owner/director of Camp Kinneret and is an active member in the Western Association of
Independent Camps, the American Camp Association and the local community. For more information:
ryan@campkinneret.com & campkinneret.com. Follow Ryan on twitter: @campk_ry

Dia de los Muertos Celebrations!

Serrania families and staff know that it’s
important that learning continues
throughout our entire lives, and that in
addition to the important lessons

learned in the classroom, we all must
work to increase our awareness of the
larger community, including hearing

from others about various and diverse
peoples and cultures. So it was with

these important goals in mind that this
past month Serrania played host to two
special guests; Stuart Vaughan and

Mario Rosas of the City of Los Angeles’
Canoga Park Youth Arts Center. During
these assemblies, students learned about the cultural significance and traditions of the Dia de
los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration.

FREE PARENTING
SEMINAR SERIES

Seminars are open to every-
one and feature volunteer
professional facilitators

at every meeting. The semi-
nars are a place for parents
to discuss relevant topics and
share ideas and strategies.
Seminars are held at the
school Science Lab, Room 2.

Dates, Topics and
Facilitators 2014-2105:
All sessions will be facilitated
by volunteer Ryan Rosen,
executive director of Camp
Kinneret, with the exception
of our December session.

¢ 8:00 a.m., Tue., Dec. 2
“The Parenting Balancing
Act: How to Balance Your
Own Needs and Priorities
with Those of Your Child”

Lauren Appelbaum, PhD,
CPCC; Founder & President,
LA*PhD

¢ 8:00 a.m., Tue., Jan. 20
“When and How Should We
Start Talking about

Drugs and Alcohol?”

¢ 8:00 a.m., Tue., Feb. 3
“When Your Child Says They
are Being Bullied: All Sides
of the Bully Problem.”

e 8:00 a.m., Tue., March 3
“What Type of Parent Are
You?”

¢ 8:00 a.m., Tue., April 7
“The Importance of Playing
Outside without Toys”

¢ 8:00 a.m., Tue., May 5
“Should Parents Be Their
Kids’ Friends?”
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